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VISION
Basketball will be the sport of choice for
Australian families in the 21st century.

MISSION
To be a respected national sporting organisation recognised
for our nationally led, state delivered programs.
To be recognised as a truly gender equal, all abilities,
community sport that has a defined pathway to greatness.
We will be viewed as one of the most successful basketball
nations on earth.

VALUES
TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY
INTEGRITY AND HONESTY
PROFESSIONALISM
ACCOUNTABILITY AND RESULTS

ANNUAL REPORT 2020

VISION, MISSION & VALUES |

1

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES SUMMARY
In 2020, Basketball Australia undertook the process of
reviewing the strategic priorities of the organisation with a
view to growth.
With a framework for 2021-2024 identified, it is evident the
organisations growth potential lies in the opportunity to
identify, prioritise and invest in the following three strategic
priority areas.

PARTICIPATION GROWTH
Participation growth is central to the long-term health
of the sport. Attracting more people to play and engage
with the sport over the next 4 years will ensure Basketball
Australia’s commercial sustainability. It will also help the
organisation drive quality talent through the systems to
bolster the standard at all levels of the game. As well as
continuing the growth in participants from all walks of life
– no matter their gender, ethnicity, ability or sexuality.
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COMMERCIAL GROWTH
This underpins the whole strategy. Basketball Australia
aims to maximise the assets of the sport and reorientate
internal organisation resources to drive the revenue needed
to support growth in participation and high performance.

HIGH PROFILE &
HIGH PERFORMING
NATIONAL TEAMS
Maintaining the profile and result of our Australian teams
on the world stage is key to this strategy. This will help
to underpin commercial growth by attracting major
events, sponsorship, and investment activity to the region.
Success and high-profile exposure will also assist in driving
grassroots participation by inspiring people to want to play.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
NED COTEN (CHAIR)
2020 was a year like no other. Through all the uncertainty created
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Basketball Australia is
proud of the adaptability, innovation and above all, resilience shown
by the organisation to place our sport in a strong position during
these challenging times.

These are two incredibly important pieces of work for the
organisation and the sport as a whole. Basketball is truly a sport for
all that is played by one million people across Australia. It is critical
that what we do and how we do it reflects the entire population, as
we aim to be the number one sport of choice for all Australians.

Heading into the year, the work by the sport’s stakeholders had the
game and organisation well positioned to build on the growth in
participation and popularity we have experienced over the past
decade. We also looked forward to cheering on our national teams
at both the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Another critical project led by Jerril Rechter during 2020 was the
development of the organisation’s Strategic Plan for the period, 2021
– 2024. The landscape in which we operate continues to change at
a rapid rate, and our challenge is to ensure we have a unified
strategy that will see basketball in Australia continue to excel and
reach its potential both on and off the court.

However, by mid-February our excitement for the new year was
tempered as the severity of the pandemic took hold and concerns
around the unknown swept across the globe. But as our sport has
done so often, the response under adversity by Basketball Australia
and the wider basketball community was exceptional and an
example to all.
During quarter two and three of 2020, on court action was sidelined
while the country grappled with the effects of the pandemic. While
health authorities required grassroots sport to be cancelled or
postponed, Basketball Australia took a position of leadership and
worked closely with State and Territory associations on guidelines
that would support the sport’s safe Return to Basketball.
Developed in line with expert advice from Australian Institute of
Sport Chief Medical Officer, Dr David Hughes and Basketball
Australia Chief Medical Officer Dr Peter Harcourt, these guidelines
were vital to a successful resumption of basketball as soon as
government restrictions allowed. The mental and health benefits of
sport are well documented, and I think the entire sport was
delighted to be able resume training and then competitions as
promptly as possible due to the collaborative endeavours of the
basketball leaders across the country.
While on-court activities were limited for long periods of the year,
under the stewardship of CEO Jerril Rechter, the organisation spent
these months developing Basketball Australia’s inaugural
Reconciliation Action Plan plus its first ever Diversity and Inclusion
Framework.
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An extensive range of stakeholders; from the Basketball Australia
Board, State and Territory Associations, NBL and WNBL, commercial
and government partners, to grassroots volunteers were consulted
over a six-month period, which makes this a truly whole of sport
roadmap. I’ve been involved in this process many times and I can
say unequivocally that this was the most collaborative and
engaging process Basketball Australia has been through. This Plan
will ultimately provide strategic direction for the next four years,
linking our vision, mission and values with core strategic pillars
that will support basketball at all levels.
A real highlight of 2020 for the sport and Basketball Australia was
winning the hosting rights for the FIBA Women’s Basketball World
Cup 2022. With the support of the NSW Government, Destination
NSW and the NSW Office of Sport, Australia will host one of the
sport’s marquee global events for the first time since 1994. Taking
place within Sydney Olympic Park from 22 September – 1 October
2022, this event will feature the best female athletes from twelve
qualifying nations, creating an incredible legacy for the sport in
Australia and across the region.
Another standout event of the past 12 months was the overwhelming
success of the 2020 Chemist Warehouse WNBL season. Basketball
Australia and the WNBL Commission made the decision to push
ahead with delivering a COVID-safe season to ensure the league
remained viable and visible during an incredibly important period for
Australian women’s basketball, with our national teams set to feature
at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, 2021 FIBA Under-19 Women’s Basketball
World Cup and 2021 FIBA Asia Cup.

While the league and clubs faced many challenges in delivering the
season exclusively out of a North Queensland hub, it ended up
being the most visible WNBL season to date in terms of viewership
numbers and media coverage, with every game broadcast or
streamed live across Australia through a new broadcast agreement
with Foxtel and the ABC.
None of this would have been possible without the vision of the
Queensland Government, Tourism and Events Queensland,
Townsville City Council, Cairns Regional Council and Mackay
Regional Council who we thank for their ongoing support of
basketball.
2020 also saw the WNBL take a major step towards professionalism,
after the players via the Australian Basketball Players’ Association,
clubs and Basketball Australia signed off on a Collective Bargaining
Agreement for the first time in the league’s 41-year history. We look
forward to even greater things to come in 2021.
Australians continue to make significant contributions to world
basketball with positions on a number of FIBA Commissions.
Critically, Basketball Australia Deputy Chair David Reid now serves
on FIBA’s World Central Board. This is a particularly important
appointment, giving Australia an opportunity to influence at the
highest level of the game. We have not had this level of influence
for many years and David is doing an exceptional job on behalf of
the sport. Patrick Hunt continues exceptional work as the Chair of
FIBA’s Technical Commission, while Dr Peter Harcourt oversaw the
development of FIBA’s Return to Basketball Guidelines in his role as
Chair of FIBA's Medical Commission. Jenni Screen remains as
Deputy Chairwoman of the Players’ Commission, while I continue to
serve on the FIBA Competitions Commission.
Basketball in Australia must continue to support those who serve
with FIBA. This is our opportunity to address the many challenges
we have and to make meaningful contributions to the growth of the
game. I would encourage everyone reading this report to take the
time to learn about and understand the role of FIBA in Australian
basketball and to support this in any and every way possible.
Without the work of the volunteers at this level, Australia will not
reach our potential and contribute to the future of the game.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
While acknowledging Australians making global contributions,
I would like to recognise the retirement of Andrew Bogut in late
2020. Andrew is one of our greatest ever players and a true
ambassador for our sport, whose contribution to Australian
basketball was and remains enormous. A big presence on court
and even bigger one off it. We thank him for his passionate
commitment to the green and gold.
From a financial perspective, the pandemic presented several
challenges to all sport, and Basketball Australia was no different.
It led to the cancellation and suspension of international activities
involving our national teams, which forms a key part of our
commercial strategy.
While commercial income was down in 2020, Basketball Australia
has been fortunate over the past five years to build cash reserves
which, along with ongoing funding support from the Federal
Government through Sport Australia, enabled us to manage our
affairs and report a surplus of $70,000 for the financial year.
Heading into 2021, our finances remain in good condition but will
continue to be under pressure while the pandemic continues;
particularly with the additional costs associated with multiple
national teams competing in scheduled global tournaments.
With the introduction and implementation of Basketball Australia’s
2021-2024 Strategic Plan, we have the roadmap to develop new
commercial opportunities. We are confident the organisation is
well placed to continue to emerge from the pandemic in a strong
position.
While 2020 was a year full of challenges, it was also not without its
share of highlights. As Chair of the Board, I am immensely proud of
how our sport responded to this unforeseen global crisis, with a
common purpose and a united approach.
We took the opportunity to reset, refocus and rebuild systems,
structures and processes that will underpin our future success,
as we move into a year of action and implementation.
There are a number of organisations and people who helped the
sport of basketball survive and start to again thrive in 2020.
I would like to thank CEO Jerril Rechter and the Executive and
staff at Basketball Australia for their stellar work in a very difficult
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environment. Within our States and Territories, the Boards and
management teams also worked very hard to get our participants
back on court. A particular thanks to the Chairs/Presidents and CEOs
of these organisations whose work is so important.
Sport Australia has continued to support Basketball Australia and
the sport, on behalf of the Federal Government. Acting CEO Rob
Dalton and Acting Deputy GM Industry Capability Kate Corkery were
strong supporters and I appreciate their ongoing counsel. Former
CEO Kate Palmer did so much to bring the organisation forward for
which I’m very thankful.
President John Coates and CEO Matt Carroll had perhaps the most
difficult challenges with COVID in 2020 at the Australia Olympic
Committee. As always, they took it in their stride and lead our
country well both here and globally. I wish them well for the Tokyo
Olympic Games that will now occur in 2021.
Likewise, we have had a wonderful partnership with the
Paralympics. President Jock O’Callaghan and CEO Lynne Anderson
were untiring in their efforts to keep Tokyo 2020 on track to the
degree possible and continue to support basketball. Good luck for
the Games!
The Commonwealth Games now has basketball as a permanent
fixture, and we are proud to be part of the Commonwealth family.
President Ben Houston and CEO Craig Phillips undertook a number
of activities designed to bring the sports community together in
2020 and it was a big success. Thanks also to former WNBL CEO
Leeanne Grantham who serves on the Commonwealth Games Board.
Under Chair David Reid and CEO Melissa King, the FIBA Women’s
Basketball World Cup 2022 Board and management is preparing for
a world-class event to showcase Australia on the global stage.
Please consider attending this event when tickets go on sale and
thank you to the considerable band of volunteers driving this event.
Our WNBL club leaders were amazing in 2020. To get a season up
and going in the circumstances they did was a major achievement.
The Chemist Warehouse WNBL is recognised as one of the top
leagues in the world and Basketball Australia remains committed
to ensuring that our league and the women’s game in Australia
grows and thrives.

I often say that when the NBL is going well, Australian basketball is
going well. This continues to be the case and the league has been a
leader in innovation and development, with global recognition
during the year. Sincere thanks and my personal appreciation to
Executive Chairman Larry Kestelman and Commissioner Jeremy
Loeliger for the work they have done.
Our athletes had a torrid time in 2020 and were so well supported
by Chair Greg O’Neill, CEO Jacob Holmes and their management
team. Thanks for your continued support of both the game and the
athletes in the year just gone and good luck as we approach the
many events of the next 12 months.
Our partnership with the NBA continues through the NBA Global
Academy in Canberra. Thanks to all involved in our High
Performance program there and to Chris Ebersole, Scott Levy,
Francesco Suarez and Carlos Baracca in particular for their work on
behalf of basketball in this country.
As above, we are fortunate to have re-built very strong relationships
with FIBA. David Crocker, Amanda Jenkins and FIBA Oceania
President Burton Shipley have been a tower of strength and a great
support to me and our Board while we have navigated very
challenging waters in 2020.
In Geneva, President Hamane Niang and Secretary General Andreas
Zagklis have built a very strong foundation for the sport around the
world. The collaboration with the NBA and all National Federations
is critical and gives our sport the vision and engagement necessary
to thrive.
Critically, I would like to thank my fellow Basketball Australia Board
members. Deputy President David Reid, Nickie Scriven, Bronwyn
Marshall, John Carey, Anna Cicognani and Kym Pfitzner gave me
strong support and guidance, but above all the confidence to
continue to lead our beloved game during the unprecedented
year of 2020.
Lastly, I wish to wholeheartedly thank every member of the
Australian basketball community for their commitment to our
sport over the past twelve months, as we look forward to a more
prosperous 2021.
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INTERIM CEO MESSAGE
CAROLYN CAMPBELL (INTERIM CEO)
2020 was certainly a challenging year, and everyone in Basketball should be proud of the
collective efforts across the country for the betterment of the sport.
As this Annual Report details, against the backdrop of the pandemic, Basketball Australia
oversaw the national Return to Basketball; delivered a successful Chemist Warehouse
WNBL season out of a North Queensland Hub which included a new broadcast deal and
the league’s first ever Collective Bargaining Agreement; developed strategies and policies
around Diversity and Inclusion featuring the organisation’s inaugural Reconciliation
Action Plan; and completed an extensive consultation period to support the development
of Basketball Australia’s Strategic Plan for 2021-2024.
2021 signifies the commencement of an exciting period for the sport in Australia with the
local basketball calendar returning to action in a COVID-safe way; a number of marquee
international tournaments scheduled to take place including the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
and Paralympics, FIBA Under-19 Basketball World Cups plus FIBA Asia Cup Finals; all
leading to the build-up towards Australia hosting the 2022 FIBA Women’s Basketball
World Cup in Sydney.
I would like to acknowledge and extend thanks to the Board of Basketball Australia;
the staff for their tireless contribution in challenging circumstances throughout 2020;
the organisation’s commercial and government partners for their support; and to the
State and Territories for their endeavours and resilience.
Here’s looking forward to a successful 2021 for all involved with Basketball in Australia.
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES AUSTRALIA MESSAGE
CRAIG PHILIPS (CEO)
Commonwealth Games Australia proudly
supporting our 3x3 basketballers
Whilst not a Commonwealth Games year, 2020
was a busy one for Commonwealth Games
Australia as we built on the legacies of the Gold
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games.
Without question though the first half of
2020 was unprecedented in our times and
we recognise the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, and for community sport in many
parts of Australia the preceding bushfires which
devastated many communities.
These times, highlighted for many of our
member sports by the postponement of major
championships and events along with the Tokyo
Olympic and Paralympic Games, required us all to
review and re-write, and then review and re-write
again, our plans and activities.
Despite having the benefit of time, with the
next edition of the Commonwealth Games
not occurring until July 2022, the pandemic
impacted the Commonwealth Sport Movement in
Australia. The 2021 Commonwealth Youth Games
were postponed and the calendar of events for
2021/22 dramatically altered. These changes to
the calendar will no doubt continue and whilst
a compressed international schedule will deliver
an unprecedented opportunity for Australians
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to cheer for the Green & Gold in international
competition, it will also provide challenges in
what our Birmingham Chef de Mission Petria
Thomas has described as a ‘bumper year of sport’
in 2022.
The pandemic has also impacted the organisers
of the Birmingham Games, with the most
notable change being the decision to not proceed
with the build of new accommodation that
was planned for the Games Village. Instead,
three smaller villages will be used in existing
accommodation throughout Birmingham,
in addition to Cycling and Lawn Bowls
accommodation closer to their respective venues.
This will result in a different Games experience,
but one our Team Executive of Petria, Anna
Meares, Sharelle McMahon, Katrina Webb and Tim
Mahon will creatively overcome.
Despite all this, Commonwealth Games Australia
continues to focus on our ‘refreshed’ Strategic
Plan – First Among Equals – as we embrace the
future beyond Birmingham 2022 to the 2026
Games. With a strong focus on our dual vision of
‘Pursuing Sporting Excellence’ and ‘Connecting
with Communities’, the Plan incorporates five
strategic priorities: Delivering Team Success;
Connecting with Communities; Presenting a
Powerful Brand; Leading the Way; and Hosting
Great Games.

To help achieve our goal of ‘Delivering Team
Success’ Commonwealth Games Australia has
been a significant financial contributor and
partner for Basketball Australia, delivering
$800,000 to the sport and our basketballers in
the lead up to the Gold Coast Games.
With 3x3 and wheelchair 3x3 basketball set to
make its debut in Birmingham in 2022, our
financial support continues with Commonwealth
Games Australia committing $337,000 in
2018/19 and 2019/20 to support the 3x3 program
of camps and international competition. And
there’s more to come in 2021.
That is a significant contribution to Australian
sport, for which we are proud, and we remain
committed to working with our sports to improve
our programs going forward.
We look forward to continuing our work together
to deliver team success together in Birmingham
and we thank Basketball Australia and our
basketballers for their continued efforts and
support.
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SPORT AUSTRALIA MESSAGE
JOHN WYLIE, AM (CHAIR)
The start of 2020 has been an extraordinarily tough
time for Australians, including all of us committed
to sport.
The impact of bushfires and the COVID-19 pandemic
have been confronting for communities, where we
all know sport plays such an important role.
At the Australian Sports Commission (ASC),
comprising Sport Australia and the Australian
Institute of Sport (AIS), our energy is focused on
supporting our partners through these times as we
continue to advocate the importance of sport to our
economy, productivity, health, wellbeing and culture.
We believe whole-heartedly that when we get
through this challenging period, sport will play a
prominent role in lifting the nation’s energy and
spirits again.
Times such as these can also make us more
appreciative of what we do have and of the success
we have achieved.
Success in sport is always hard fought. But it’s a fight
Australian high-performance sport welcomes as it
continues to achieve success.
Last year the wonderful Ash Barty won the French
Open and became our first female No1 tennis player
since her idol, Evonne Goolagong Cawley, in 1976.
Javelin-thrower Kelsey Lee-Barber set personal
bests throughout the year and took the title at the
IAAF World Championships in Doha. Dylan Alcott
added three more Grand Slam quad wheelchair
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singles trophies to the cabinet and Sailing duo Matt
Belcher and Will Ryan claimed the men’s 470 World
Championship. In the pool, our swimmers won seven
gold medals at the FINA World Championships,
placing Australia fourth on the medal tally.
This year our inspiring women’s cricket team won
a fifth World T20 title, drawing a record crowd of
86,174 to the MCG. How fitting that this historical
moment fell on International Women’s Day. These
results are a testament to the tenacity and passion
of athletes, coaches, sports staff and sporting
organisations, which know we have all the skills and
abilities to achieve success.
I am proud too of the service our organisation
provides to Australian sport each year, on behalf of
the Australian Government.

So many of these grants fuel aspirations. Our Local
Sporting Champions program supports 9,000
children a year to reach for their sporting dreams.
Our Women Leaders in Sport program and the AIS
Talent program provide opportunities for women to
progress their professional development in all roles
across sport.
We continue to work with sports to modernise
traditional governance structures in Australian
sporting organisations and we continue to
encourage environments that are inclusive, diverse,
safe and welcoming, making sport the benchmark
for a more equitable society.

The ASC, through Sport Australia and the AIS,
delivers 25,000 grants a year.

This was to be the year of the 2020 Olympics and
Paralympics in Tokyo. Instead, it has been postponed
to 2021, with the Olympic Games to be held from 23
July to 8 August 2021 and the Paralympics from 24
August to 5 September 2021.

The AIS, funds and prepares our Olympic, Paralympic
and Commonwealth Games to represent us at the
highest level in international competition.

We have already witnessed a great deal of positivity
from athletes who now need to re-set. I’m confident,
as a united sport system, we will do the same.

In the past few years, we have enhanced our support
to athlete wellbeing and engagement, a move that is
essential, especially in the current environment.
Sport Australia invests in sports participation
programs, from our national Sporting Schools
program for younger children through to the Better
Ageing program aimed at Australians aged 65
and over.
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AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE MESSAGE
MATT CARROLL, AM (CEO)
The Olympic year that never was, 2020. Yet when I look back over the 12
months, while it was a very different and challenging year, I am pleased
to report a year of successes. By thinking ahead, being agile in the way
we worked and communicating clearly, we continued to build on the
Australian Olympic Committee’s (AOC) mission and objectives.

Certainly, the postponement of the Games created difficulties for a
number of athletes, wrestling with the reality of a year’s delay.
Sadly, the great Andrew Bogut was one who made that difficult
decision to call time on his career. The AOC salutes a wonderful
Australian Olympian.

The Olympic year commenced with the growing apprehension of a
global pandemic. With the Opals qualifying for Tokyo in February, thus
joining the Boomers, the Olympic world remained optimistic.

Equally, Brian Goorjian returned to our Olympic coaching ranks
after Brett Brown stepped down, citing the difficulties created by
the pandemic.

By late March, all that had changed, and the Games were ultimately
postponed until 2021.

Throughout this year, the AOC managed to launch a number of
significant new initiatives that will have an enduring impact for
the Olympic movement.

We were all operating in uncharted territory. The uncertainty and
anxiety caused by COVID-19 placed immense pressure on athletes and
sports when they should have been focused on preparing for
the Games.
However, our athletes stood tall and proved so much to the Australian
community, to their sports, friends and families.
When confined to home, athletes responded by recording and posting
home-workout routines designed to inspire Australians to stay healthy
as well as reinforcing key government messaging around a “TeamAUS”
approach to beating the virus.
In the absence of the Games themselves, the Olympic spirit has never
shone more brightly.
Throughout this period, the AOC’s regular community programs such
as Olympics Unleashed and Olympic Change-maker continued, but in
a virtual format with athletes giving their talks to students via online
platforms. Three times Olympian Rachael Sporn managed a rare face to
face school visit before the program went digital.
Olympic Unleashed also passed an important milestone, surpassing
150,000 students who have received face to face or virtual visits
from Olympians or Tokyo aspirants and their wonderful messages of
resilience and goal-setting.
The uncertainty created by the pandemic and the constantly shifting
travel access, border restrictions and access to training and competition
necessitated frequent and accurate communication from the AOC to
athletes, our Member sports and importantly, our Partners.
The AOC rolled over these sponsorships for another year with Tokyo
2020 postponed until 2021, for no additional contribution from that
partnership group.
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On Olympic Day, June 23, we launched the Parliamentary Friends of
the Olympic Movement in Australia - a bi-partisan forum open to all
Senators and Members which will promote the values of Olympism
in Australia.
The AOC also became a signatory to the United Nations’ Sports for
Climate Action Framework, acknowledging the active role that sport
can play in delivering sustainable operations for the benefit of the
environment.
The AOC has committed to embracing sustainability in its day-today operations, measuring progress, advocating and educating with
member sports.
The AOC Athletes’ Commission undertook a survey of Australian
Olympians and aspirants for the Tokyo 2020 Games, following an IOC
Athletes’ Commission initiative to explore the different ways of how
athletes can express their support for the principles enshrined in the
Olympic Charter.
The findings, released in August by Athletes’ Commission Chair Steve
Hooker, found that more than 80% of all respondents felt a protest on
the field of play would detract from the performance or experience of
athletes.
Off the back of this survey, the Athletes’ Commission initiated
an educational forum examining Australia’s Indigenous history,
Indigenous issues and the challenges of reconciliation.
The “Walk with Us” forum was held live online in November evening
featuring panel discussions with Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Olympians, questions from Olympians and presentations from
prominent Indigenous figures Stan Grant and Dean Parkin.
Three time Olympian Patty Mills provided the Acknowledgment of
Country for the Forum, as he had also done for the Annual General
Meeting in May with a recorded message from the United States.

Patty also took part in our Wellbeing Week live discussion in September
around empowering identity. He was joined by Atlanta 1996 and
Sydney 2000 Olympian Kyle Vander Kuyp, four times Olympian Sam
Stosur and Algerian-born dual Australian Olympian Youcef Abdi.
The AOC is currently finalising its inaugural Reconciliation Action Plan
(RAP) as a valuable ingredient of its Indigenous Strategy.
This year contained so many milestones. It was our Centenary Year and
also the 20th anniversary since the Sydney 2000 Games, the greatest
Games ever.
With the relighting of the Olympic Cauldron at Sydney Olympic Park on
September 14, we began a national and international recollection of
these record-breaking Games.
But the celebration mainly took place in the digital space with the
AOC’s website and social media platforms breaking all records for
audience engagement with the stories, videos and snapshots of our
Olympians and the great moments. The #MySydney2000 hashtag
received more than 72 million impressions.
The wonderful remembrance of Sydney only heightened interest in the
prospect of Australia’s potential to host a third Olympic Games, with
Queensland’s candidature for 2032.
While our candidature formal process was suspended in March due to
COVID-19, work continued behind the scenes with the finalisation of a
Brisbane 2032 Games Master Plan and Transport Plan.
The Queensland candidature is very strong, highly developed and ready
for the next step.
Most importantly for the AOC, the focus on working so closely and
constructively with our National Federations this year was outstanding
in its detail and thoroughness.
We started 2020 going to the Tokyo Games, we end 2020 going to
the Tokyo Games in 2021. The past 12 months called on all of us to
find ways to meet the challenges that we were confronted with. For
athletes, coaches, administrators, commercial partners, volunteers
– the whole global Olympic movement, this year has been one of
learning.
So onwards to 2021 which leads me to hope – hope is not fanciful.
Hope motivates us to tap into our own capabilities and inventiveness
to turn things around. This is what the athletes are doing – this is
what the AOC will be doing in 2021.

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE MESSAGE |

8

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE AUSTRALIAN OPALS v PUERTO RICO
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DIRECTORS
NED COTEN (CHAIR)
Ned Coten is the current Chair of Basketball Australia. He has
extensive experience as a participant, administrator and Board
Director in both professional and volunteer capacities over the
past 35 years.
Ned has been the CEO of four national league clubs, founded a
professional team from scratch and advised numerous sports
businesses. Outside basketball, Ned has business interests
in aged care, self storage and IT and has written a book on
marketing and branding for sport.

DAVID REID (DEPUTY CHAIR)
David Reid, who was once an accountant, now has over 20 years’
experience in the legal industry. He has dedicated his practice
exclusively to corporate and commercial law for many years. As
such, he has strong background in commercial and accounting
law, the Corporations Act and regulatory matters.
David is now a Principal Lawyer in DWF’s fourth Australian office
in Newcastle. David brings significant directorial experience,
having served on the Boards of Newcastle Basketball, Basketball
New South Wales and various other companies across
manufacturing, private investment, and mining. David was
elected to the Basketball Australia Board in March 2014.
David is a Non-Executive Chair of Basketball Australia’s Finance,
Audit & Risk Committee. In 2016, David was elected as the
representative for Australia on the Board of FIBA in Oceania and
is now the Vice President of FIBA Oceania. David sits on the
World Central Board of FIBA, as well as the Legal Commission
of FIBA.
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DIRECTORS
ANNA CICOGNANI

NICKIE SCRIVEN

Anna is currently the CEO of Orbx, a Company which makes
content for simulation platforms. She has served as CEO and
other C-level roles in public and private Companies, such as APN,
PMP, Telstra, and Fairfax, and publicly listed startup GeoOp.
She has been involved in digital media and technology projects
of all sizes, as an operator and an investor, for over 25 years. She
has also published peer-reviewed research papers, articles and
book chapters on virtual worlds, linguistics and design.
Her passion for all things digital and innovation has delivered
high growth and turnaround outcomes.
Anna was awarded a PhD from the University of Sydney, and a
Honorary Professor at the University of Wollongong in the Faculty
of Engineering and Information Sciences.

Nickie is an executive business and marketing professional
with over 23 years’ experience in business strategy, marketing &
communications, CX (consumer/customer) experience design,
brand strategy & identity, advertising, digital & social media,
research, data & insights, public relations and sponsorship.
As the CEO of Zenith Australia, Nickie is responsible for the
agency’s performance, growth, people, profile, product and
client relationships nationally; as part of the Zenith worldwide
network. Nickie works with client’s executive management to
ensure marketing and media strategies drive profitable topline growth and ROI for clients. She is accountable for driving
the strategic product and growth of Zenith in Australia while
also contributing to Zenith’s global positioning and product
development.
Nickie has also previously worked as the Head of Marketing &
Brand at AustralianSuper, was the Media Strategy Principal at
NAB and a Group Sales Manager at News Corp. She has extensive
knowledge and experience in the digital and social media
landscape and is well-versed in data and privacy regulations
and their impact on Australian businesses.

JOHN CAREY
John Carey is a Partner at wilson/ryan/grose Lawyers. He
advises Principals, Contractors, Subcontractors and Consultants
in relation to governance, tenders, risk and risk management.
He has a particular interest in project delivery methods and
ensuring projects are properly documented.
John has significant experience as a director of both private
companies and not for profits. He is also a sessional member of
Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal and a registered
adjudicator under the Building Industry Fairness (Security of
Payment) Act.
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Basketball Australia (BA) is the controlling entity in a joint
venture with BA Pathways and 100% owned subsidiary FIBA
Women's Basketball World Cup 2022 (FWBWC2022). As such,
BA prepares group accounts to consolidate in line with
Australian Accounting Standards.
During the year, Basketball Australia successfully bid for the
hosting rights for the FWBWC2022 and according to FIBA
regulations, a local organising committee (LOC) was formed
as a separate subsidiary of BA.
PKF have completed their second audit for the BA Group for the
calendar year ending 31 December 2020 including assessment
of future cashflow projections for the next 12 months.
Satisfied with the result, PKF have returned an unqualified
opinion on the financials for the year ending 31 December 2020
with zero unadjusted audit differences.
BA is pleased to report a surplus for the group of $70,043 (year
ending 31 December 2019: $169,549)

REVENUE SPLIT BY
BUSINESS UNIT

FY2020 AT A GLANCE
REVENUE

2020

2019

$000

% OF TOTAL

$000

% OF TOTAL

HIGH PERFORMANCE

5,188

27%

8,924

41%

COMMERCIAL

1,305

7%

7,329

34%

CORPORATE OPERATIONS

4,077

21%

2,384

11%

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

4,674

24%

2,978

14%

54

0%

104

0%

4,193

22%

-

0%

19,491

100%

21,719

100%

BA PATHWAYS INCOME
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP FUNDING

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENDITURE

2020

2019

$000

% OF TOTAL

$000

% OF TOTAL

HIGH PERFORMANCE

5,138

26%

9,368

43%

COMMERCIAL

1,647

8%

5,738

27%

CORPORATE OPERATIONS

2,417

12%

2,536

12%

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

5,843

30%

3,771

18%

176

1%

123

1%

4,193

22%

-

0%

19,415

100%

21,536

100%

76

0.4%

183

0.8%

6

0%

13

0%

70

0.4%

170

0.8%

BA PATHWAYS EXPENDITURE
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP EXPENDITURE

TOTAL REVENUE

1%
HIGH PERFORMANCE

7%
20%

26%

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS
FIBA WOMEN'S BASKETBALL WORLD CUP 2022
CORPORATE OPERATIONS

22%

24%

FINANCE COSTS
- AASB 16 INTEREST

COMMERCIAL
BA PATHWAYS SERVICES
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OPERATING SURPLUS

SURPLUS FOR
THE PERIOD
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FINANCIAL REVIEW
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS

LIQUIDITY
31 DEC 20

31 DEC 19

MOVEMENT

$000

$000

$000

31 DEC 20
CURRENT RATIO

CURRENT ASSETS
CASH

6,862

4,849

2,013

TRADE & OTHER RECEIVABLES

2,516

5,007

(2,491)

PREPAYMENTS
INVENTORIES

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

76

126

(50)

678

328

350

10,132

10,310

(178)

57

92

(35)

INTANGIBLE ASSETS

281

224

57

RIGHT-OF-USE ASSETS

86

145

(59)

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS

424

461

(37)

TOTAL ASSETS

10,556

10,771

(215)

DEBTOR DAYS

13

64

(51)

CREDITOR DAYS

12

22

(10)

SUSTAINABLE COVERAGE (WEEKS)

18

12

6

0.01

ASC METRICS
ASC BENCHMARK

LIABILITIES

MOVEMENT

1.18

NON-CURRENT ASSETS
PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT

31 DEC 19

1.19

31 DEC 20

31 DEC 19

MOVEMENT

TOTAL LIABILITIES /
TOTAL ASSETS

< 70%

81%

82%

1%

NET ASSETS /
TOTAL REVENUE

> 20%

10%

9%

1%

QUICK RATIO

>100%

111%

114%

-3%

>30%

81%

69%

12%

NON-ASC REVENUE

CURRENT LIABILITIES
TRADE & OTHER PAYABLES
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT LIABILITIES
DEFERRED INCOME
LEASES

1,286

4,548

453

393

3,262
(60)

6,685

3,704

(2,981)

61

94

33

8,485

8,739

254

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS LIABILITIES

51

53

2

LEASES

27

56

29

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES

78

109

31

8,563

8,848

285

EQUITY
AMALGAMATION RESERVES
ACCUMULATED FUNDS
NON-CONTROLLING INTEREST

TOTAL EQUITY
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90

90

0

1,925

1,844

81

(22)

(11)

(11)

1,993

1,923

70
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RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander athletes have significantly
impacted basketball in Australia since the game was first developed
on our shores, and they have embraced the game at both the
grassroots level, and at the most elite levels, representing Australia at
at Olympic & Paralympic Games, as well as FIBA World Championship
competitions.
Basketball Australia (BA) was excited to deliver its inaugural
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) in 2020, after months of work
completed by the BA RAP working group, with support and advice
provided by Reconciliation Australia. The working group consisted of:

Cilla Preece, Co-Chair
Paul Vandenbergh, Co-Chair
Jerril Rechter AM, BA CEO
Darren Smith, BA Pathways CEO
Peter Lonergan, BA Director of High Performance Coaching
& Talent Identification
Sarah Ripley, BA Head of Marketing & Events
Melody Cooper, Australian Basketball Players’ Association 		
General Manager Player Relations, Community and Culture

WELCOME TO COUNTRY CEREMONY | MELBOURNE BOOMERS v SYDNEY UNI FLAMES

OVERVIEW AND STATE OF PLAY

Through the RAP, BA hopes to improve the broader opportunities for
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander people within our game and in
the communities in which basketball operates. The organisation aims
to do this on several levels, including:

Providing culturally safe spaces to teach and raise 			
awareness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
cultures and histories.
Dedicated education programs tailored to suit the learning
needs of young people.
Health, wellness and existing recreation facilities for
lifestyle programs and practical learning.
Mentoring from a combination of both Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander and non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people
To achieve these outcomes, BA recognises that walking side by
side in partnership with Australia’s First Peoples is an integral step
in the process of reconciliation. As an organisation that leads a
national sport with enormous exposure and influence, Basketball
Australia believes it is our responsibility to lead best practises in the
reconciliation process.
As an organisation that is very much family and community minded,
it is critical that our relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples is meaningful and sustainable. 2021 will see BA start
to deliver on its plan and work to improve reconciliation both within
our organisation and in the greater community.
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FIBA WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
WORLD CUP 2022
SYDNEY TO HOST

The 19th edition of the global championship will be
contested at two venues within Sydney Olympic Park
from 22 September – 1 October 2022, with the Chemist
Warehouse Australian Opals – currently ranked number
two in the world – receiving automatic qualification as
the tournament host.
When awarding the tournament to Sydney, FIBA Secretary
General Andreas Zagklis said: “This is a tremendous
opportunity for the city of Sydney to both promote and
take women’s basketball to the next level. We witnessed
many successes at the last World Cup, and I am sure that
in 2022 we will see even more. We are looking forward to
a fruitful cooperation over the next two years in planning
for this pinnacle event.”

“The fact that Australia was selected to host this incredible
competition is a testament to the outstanding calibre
of basketball talent in our country, the tireless work of
our players, coaches and administrators and the passion
Australians have for the game.”

FIBA WOMEN'S BASKETBALL WORLD CUP 2022 CEO MELISSA KING

On 27 March 2020, FIBA announced that Basketball
Australia and the New South Wales Government won the
bid to host the 2022 FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cup.

The Chemist Warehouse Australian Opals will compete
against 11 of the best teams from across FIBA’s regions –
Asia & Oceania, Americas, Africa and Europe.
FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cup 2022 Pre-Qualifying
Tournaments will be held in each region in November
2021 to qualify for one of the four global FIBA Qualifying
Tournaments in February 2022, which will ultimately
determine the final 12 participating countries who will
take the court in Sydney.
The FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cup 2022 is supported
by the NSW Government through tourism and major
events agency Destination NSW, and the Office of Sport.

The 2022 event will mark the first time Australia has
hosted a FIBA World Cup event since 1994.
“We are delighted that Sydney will host the FIBA Women’s
Basketball World Cup and that Australian basketball fans
will get the opportunity to see some of the world’s best
players compete for one of the most prestigious titles
in our sport,” expressed Basketball Australia CEO, Jerril
Rechter upon Australia being awarded the tournament.
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TOWNSVILLE FIRE | WINNERS OF WNBL20 PRELIMINARY FINAL

DEPARTMENTAL
REPORTS
LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS | HIGH PERFORMANCE | MARKETING
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS
JAN-MAR 2020 (19/20 SEASON)
The League continued the historic 40th season with the
culmination of the 2019-20 season in March 2020. The focus
on sustainability and growth led the League to increased TV
viewership, increased social engagement, more fans in attendance
and created a foundation on which to build for the 2020-21 season.
The March 2020 Grand Final Series between UC Capitals and Jayco
Southside Flyers was completed in two games, with UC Capitals
winning their their second consecutive championship. At the
completion of the season, the WNBL celebrated the retirements of
three WNBL athletes in Sarah Graham (Sydney Uni Flames), Gabe
Richards (Bendigo Spirit) and Nat Hurst (Adelaide Lightning) and
their contribution to not only the League, but the sport as a whole.

19/20 QUICK FACTS

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL YEAR IN REVIEW

29%

INCREASE
TV viewership

6,437 FANS ATTENDED THE GRAND FINAL SERIES
UC CAPITALS DEFEAT THE SOUTHSIDE FLYERS

49,569 FANS ATTENDED GAMES
from January 2020 – March 2020

2019/20 AWARD WINNERS
COACH OF THE YEAR
Paul Gorris (UC Capitals)
SIXTH WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Alison Schwagmeyer-Belger (Perth Lynx)
BETTY WATSON ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Ezi Magbegor (Deakin Melbourne Boomers)
ROBYN MAHER DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Mercedes Russell (Jayco Southside Flyers)

ANNUAL REPORT 2020

ALL WNBL FIRST TEAM
Katie Ebzery (Perth Lynx)
Leilani Mitchell (Jayco Southside Flyers)
Kia Nurse (UC Capitals)
Jenna O’Hea (Jayco Southside Flyers)
Brianna Turner (Adelaide Lightning)

KIA NURSE | WNBL 19/20 SEASON MVP

SUZY BATKOVIC MVP
Kia Nurse (UC Capitals)

ALL WNBL SECOND TEAM
Bec Cole (Jayco Southside Flyers)
Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
Alice Kunek (Sydney Uni Flames)
Cayla George (Deakin Melbourne Boomers)
Mercedes Russell (Jayco Southside Flyers)
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL YEAR IN REVIEW

OFFICIATING
JAN-MAR 2020 (19/20 SEASON)
Number of Officials on WNBL Panel:

36 – Male 31 (75%), Female 12 (25%)
Number of Officials on National Referee Development Program:

9 – Male 7 (78%), Female 2 (22%)

WNBL 2019/20
MILESTONES
100TH WNBL GAME
Simon Cosier
1ST WNBL GAME
Mitch Hudson
Luke Joseph
Danika Jolley

Experience of Panel Prior to 2018/19 (Not including NRDP):
0 – 5 Games:
6 – 20 Games:
21 – 50 Games:
51 – 100 Games:
101 – 150 Games:
150+ Games:

13
15
7
10
1
2

Average Experience:

34.8 Games (approx. 6 seasons)
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FINALS PANEL
15 referees were chosen to form
the Finals Panel, based upon their
performance during the season:

David Baddock (VIC)
Daniel Battye (VIC)
Sarah Carey (VIC)
Craig Copes (WA)
Madison Crowley-Long (QLD)
Vanessa Devlin (SA)
Jacqueline Dover (QLD)
James Griguol (SA)
Calia Hanks (QLD)
Jason Kelly (VIC)
Guy Richards (NSW)
Shahrad Shafaghi (NSW)
Jack Taylor (ACT)
Daniel Troy (VIC)
Kylie Voevodin (QLD)
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL YEAR IN REVIEW

The 2020 Chemist Warehouse WNBL season tipped off in November
with its first ever hub season. The season was one of the most
successful the League has ever had across its rich 41-year history.
With the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, the WNBL
Commission and Basketball Australia worked collaboratively to
deliver a season featuring all eight teams, ensuring the sustainability
of the clubs and create awareness and visibility like never before.
A new broadcast deal with the Foxtel Group and ABC Australia saw
greater fan engagement with the League. All games were broadcast
or streamed live across Australia across various channels including
the ABC Primary Channel and ABC iview, Fox Sports and Kayo. All
games were also streamed on FIBA YouTube (excluding Australia).
The introduction of WCS Sports' Al, which creates customised shortform video from live action, the League and clubs were able the push
out digital content across social media channels highlighting action
from games - both during and after the conclusion of games - which
saw a high level of engagement. Additionally, this provided a level of
increased awareness for the Chemist Warehouse WNBL, in real time.
Both measures, along with other key undertakings across the League
meant the visibility was greater than ever before. Global viewership
and social media engagement reached record levels.
2020 also delivered the first ever WNBL Collective Bargaining
Agreement. This was agreed to in conjunction with the Australian
Basketball Player’s Association which signalled a new era for the
sport. The amount of effort put in from both parties was extraordinary
and promises to lead to greater professionalism across the League
and greater equity for the athletes within our sport.
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SUZY BATKOVIC MVP
Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
COACH OF THE YEAR
Shannon Seebohm (JCU Townsville Fire)
SIXTH WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Zitina Aokuso (JCU Townsville Fire)
BETTY WATSON ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Shyla Heal (JCU Townsville Fire)
ROBYN MAHER DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
ALL WNBL FIRST TEAM
Liz Cambage (Jayco Southside Flyers)
Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
Cayla George (Deakin Melbourne Boomers)
Katie Ebzery (Perth Lynx)
Lauren Nicholson (JCU Townsville Fire)
ALL WNBL SECOND TEAM
Sara Blicavs (Jayco Southside Flyers)
Shyla Heal (JCU Townsville Fire)
Tess Madgen (Deakin Melbourne Boomers)
Maddy Rocci (UC Capitals)
Ezi Magbegor (Deakin Melbourne Boomers)

2.1 Million

WORLDWIDE VIEWERS
Across 2020 season
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JAYCO SOUTHSIDE FLYERS CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL 2020 CHAMPIONS

2020 SEASON

SEASON 2020
AWARD WINNERS

LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL YEAR IN REVIEW

OFFICIATING 2020 SEASON
Number of Officials on 2020 WNBL Panel:

14 – Male 9 (64%), Female 5 (36%)
Number of Scoretable Officials:
Number of Statisticians:

33
22*

SEASON
MILESTONES
250TH WNBL GAME
& LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Todd Spain

SEASON PANEL
The ‘hub’ format meant several officials were unavailable
and a reduced number of officials were required.
Those selected were:

Aydin Baker (VIC)
Daniel Battye (VIC)
Madison Crowley-Long (QLD)
Jacqueline Dover (QLD)
Byron Geddes (NSW)
James Griguol (SA)
Calia Hanks (QLD)
Danika Shepherd (nee Jolley) (SA)
Jason Kelly (VIC)
Guy Richards (NSW)
Hugh Starkey (SA)
Todd Spain (VIC)
Jack Taylor (ACT)
Kylie Voevodin (QLD)
ANNUAL REPORT 2020

INTERNATIONAL
MILESTONES (WNBL REFS)
FIBA APPOINTED FOR TOKYO 2020 OLYMPICS
Scott Beker*
Sarah Carey*
Vanessa Devlin* (3x3)
*Appointed for 2020 event, which was re-scheduled. Separate appointments for 2021 event.

OTHER TECHNICAL OFFICIALS
2020 WNBL SEASON
John Rearden (NSW) (Referee Manager)
Jacky Maggs (QLD) (Referee Coach)
Troy Earle (VIC) (Referee Coach)
Mick Hanley (ACT) (Statistician)
Peter Hodgkison (SA) (Statistician)
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KYLIE VOEVODIN, DANIKA SHEPHERD & JACQUELINE DOVER

*including review, completed remotely

LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS
AUSSIE HOOPS YEAR IN REVIEW

The Aussie Hoops program serves as an introduction to a lifetime of
involvement in basketball, and aims to be a platform for social development
and inclusion, in a fun and safe environment.
In 2020, the program had its share of challenges due to the nature of the
COVID-19 pandemic and various lockdowns throughout States & Territories.
Despite these challenges, the program was able to bounce back with more
Aussie Hoops centres than 2019, with 196 active across the country.
Every year, with 2020 no exception, an Aussie Hooper of the Year and Coach
of the Year are awarded, which is a great opportunity for the wider basketball
community to engage with the grassroots program. This enables everyone
to see why participants are loving their experience with basketball.
In 2020, the Aussie Hooper of the Year was awarded to Harlon from
Mandurah Basketball Association (WA). The social media post reached a
formidable 10,196 people – showcasing the potential of this program.
Additionally, the Aussie Hoops Coach of the Year was taken out by Daniel
from Dominoes Basketball Association (TAS). Showcasing again the
amazing potential of the program to reach the wider community, this post
was seen by an audience of 29,143 people.
The Promotion Factory (“TPF”), who supply the new participant packs,
2020 saw 11,145 packs distributed to participants across Australia.
The new generation of packs include personalisation initiatives such as
including the child’s name and Association logo, with packs now delivered
directly to participant’s homes for greater ease.
The aim of the new packs was to provide greater engagement with our
participants and the program, and ensure Basketball Australia are in-line
with national standards of sport participant packs.
Given that each state had unique and differing scenarios regarding the
pandemic the reporting scenarios differ. A specific showcase of the programs
growth comes from WA, with a Term 4 participation base of
2,654 participants, their most since inception of the program.

THE DELLY CHALLENGE

MATTHEW DELLAVEDOVA - AUSTRALIAN BOOMER

Matthew Dellavedova was unable to host his annual Day out
with Delly clinic to Aussie Hoopers around Victoria, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. In-lieu of this the Aussie Hoops program
partnered with Delly and the HomeCourt app on a virtual
initiative. Participants were required to undertake a math
challenge set by Delly within the app, with a random Aussie
Hoops participant selected for a personalised Zoom call with
the superstar Australian Boomer himself.
Skye from Rockingham (WA) was lucky enough to meet
with Delly and took home a signed Spalding Aussie Hoops
basketball.

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL
GRAND FINAL CEREMONY
Aussie Hoops participants were able to present the championship
team with their rings at the 2019-20 WNBL Grand Final.

2%
ACTIVE CENTRES
14%
PARTICIPANTS
17,605

FEMALE PARTICIPANTS

Highest female participation

2019 172 >> 2020 196

Down from 29,176 in 2019
COVID-affected the overall participation with the
program halted due to Government regulations.
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

WHEELCHAIR LEAGUE YEAR IN REVIEW

Like many programs in 2020, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
were instrumental in the decision by Basketball Australia (BA) not
to proceed with the 2020 National Wheelchair Basketball League
(NWBL) and the Women’s National Wheelchair Basketball League
(WNWBL), respectively.
Given the Leagues are an instrumental part of the pathway for
Australia’s athletes, and the elite competition for wheelchair
basketball, this was not a decision that BA made lightly.
Taking into consideration the complexities of the pandemic and
the various state travel restrictions it was a decision made with
assistance from the Chief Medical Officer’s directives and the health
and safety of all parties involved front of mind.
Basketball Australia focused their efforts on planning how the
2021 season will look and what structures will be implemented
for the upcoming return to the national elite wheelchair leagues,
if and when the circumstances permit taking into account athlete
wellbeing and interstate travel restrictions.
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS YEAR IN REVIEW

The Australian Junior Championships (AJCs) program
provides a competitive pathway for young basketballers
to play in an elite tournament representing their club,
school or state in a national competition. It is a proven
talent pathway that many of Australia’s most successful
players have journeyed through.
The AJCs comprise all States and Territories and include
competitions for Under 14s up to Under 20s, with hosting
rights rotated throughout the country every year. In
addition to the age categories, championships are also
run for athletes with an intellectual disability (Ivor Burge
Championships) and junior wheelchair basketball (Kevin
Coombs Cup).
The calendar of events was largely cancelled due to
the global pandemic, with the Under-20 & Ivor Burge
Championships the only event in the portfolio to be
undertaken in 2020.
The year commenced with the Under-20 & Ivor Burge
Championships returning to Canberra with a slew of nonCOVID related challenges. Bushfires in the lead up and
over the first few days threatened the event with a haze
of smoke over the whole city as many teams arrived and
settled into the AIS. Victoria claimed both Under-20 titles
with the Men’s coming down to a buzzer beater putback
by Josh Giddey to secure the win. South Australia took the
Ivor Burge Men’s championship for the second year in a
row while Victoria took back the Ivor Burge Women’s title
after narrowly falling short to New South Wales Country
in 2019.
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Fast forward a few weeks and the Under-18
Championships & Kevin Coombs Cup was called off for
the first time in 44 years. The Under-18 Championships
was last not conducted from 1974-1976 when the Men’s
Competition didn’t play.
Later in the year the Under-16 Championships was also
cancelled, due to the national provisions for COVID-19. It
was the first U16’s to not go ahead since its inception in
1955 (Men) and 1971 (Women).
Despite a trying time for the program, Basketball Australia
were able to spend time throughout the year to engage
with the audience through different circumstances.
During the year without competitions the program looked
to content presented online to engage with participants,
families, and fans. Basketball Australia took time to
reflect on years past and athletes that have come through
the system. Leading into the Under-16 Championships
content focused on several past athletes discussing their
experiences at an AJC event with many fondly reflecting
on the experiences of travelling to play as well as
friendships forged through the events.
Basketball Australia also had the opportunity to invite
all 2019 participants of the U14 Championships to
take part in the Virtual Jr NBA Global Championships.
Athletes formed part of the Asia Pacific team where they
competed in skills and drills on the Homecourt app with
the best scores being matched up against other regions
in the world. The Boys Asia Pacific team took out the title
coming up against the USA Mid-Atlantic region in the
Grand Final.

HONOUR ROLE
JACK TERRILL TROPHY FOR THE AUSTRALIAN
UNDER-20 MEN’S CHAMPION

Victoria
ARTHUR MCROBIE TROPHY FOR THE AUSTRALIAN
UNDER-20 WOMEN’S CHAMPION

Victoria
IVOR BURGE MEN’S CHAMPION

South Australia
IVOR BURGE WOMEN’S CHAMPION

Victoria
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS
Basketball Australia (BA) and the National Basketball
League (NBL) formed a partnership to develop and
deliver a national 3x3 basketball program, with the
launch of 3x3Hustle in 2018. This innovative form of
traditional basketball has become a significant
inclusion in the international sporting landscape,
further bolstered by its inclusion as an Olympic sport
for the delayed Toyko Games to be held in 2021. It also
provides opportunities for involvement at a fun and
recreational level with 3x3 community and street
hustle. The national delivery of the Hustle programs
began in October 2019 and continued through 2020.
In 2020, 3x3 continued to grow in popularity with
states embracing the new format, particularly at the
community level with the successful delivery of ‘3x3
Community Hustle’ programs as a tool to engage with
members despite challenges of COVID-19 for all sports.

3X3 PRO HUSTLE MOOMBA 2020

3X3 YEAR IN REVIEW

BA led and managed the delivery of over 450 3x3
Community Hustle programs, across 200 locations
with over 6000 targeted participants in Australia.
State basketball organisations partnered with local
councils, basketball associations and third-party
providers to target delivery of programs in schools
and remote communities.
The 3x3 high performance team focused on preparing
the Australian Women’s 3x3 squad for the Olympic
Qualifying Tournament (OQT) to be held in Austria in
May 2021. The squad participated in a series of
training camps and 3x3 tournaments to continue to
build ranking points and further develop 3x3 skills.
David Biwer was re-appointed as program lead and
head coach, to lead their campaign for a top 3 finish
at the OQT to qualify for Tokyo 2021.

KEY PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS
NATIONAL 3X3 CAMP
March 2020
3X3 PRO HUSTLE MOOMBA
March 2020
NATIONAL DELIVERY OF 3X3 COMMUNITY HUSTLE PROGRAMS
October 2019 – March 2021
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LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS

WALKING BASKETBALL YEAR IN REVIEW

Following extensive planning throughout the previous calendar year, 2020 was
to be a busy year of delivery in the Walking Basketball program. The program,
funded by Sport Australia through the Better Ageing Grants Program, is aimed at
increasing activity for over 65s, through a low impact, fun and social version of
the sport.
Unfortunately, the worldwide pandemic not only put a stop on delivery of the
program, but also led to a very slow and cautious return to delivery due to the
targeted participation group sitting in the at risk and vulnerable age range for
the virus.
To drive the return of the program, ‘come and try’ days have been held in key
locations, to demonstrate the program, garner some interest and help devise in
which areas programs could be successful.
The current objective of the program surrounds a view toward sustainability of
the program beyond the funded period.
With different key focus areas for associations on the return, and delivery partners
such as local councils not rapidly returning to any of their activity groups, a lot of
the initial local discussions around the program needed to be re-worked.
Looking to the future of the program a delivery extension of 6 months has been
granted by Sport Australia, taking the funded period of the program through 'till
the the end of June 2021. Program delivery will take place in 2021 across seven
states and territories, with delivery to take place in term two.

NATIONAL PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Decrease burden on the health system through the
program, which develops physical and mental health.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Promote and facilitate community engagement,
social connectedness and inclusion.

CAPACITY BUILDING
Enhance national capacity to provide targeted
programs to older Australians.

LEGACY
Maintain a sustainable program.
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
OPALS & BOOMERS

AUSTRALIAN BOOMERS

The Chemist Warehouse Australian Opals had fifteen
representatives competing in the WNBL season which
strategically provided a platform to prepare them for the
rigors of international competition.

The Boomers competed in two 2021 FIBA Asia Cup Qualification (ACQ)
games in February 2020, prior to COVID-19 impacting on the sporting
world. A loss to New Zealand and a rebound win against Hong Kong,
both on home soil, saw them retain second position in their Pool.

The timing of the Olympic Qualification Tournament
in February was a challenge for the program. The Opals
secured an Olympic Games berth by winning two of their
three qualification games in Bourges, France, and will
be striving for another podium finish in Tokyo at the
rescheduled Olympic Games in 2021.

The 2021 FIBA Asia Cup qualification window resulted in six athletes
embracing the green and gold uniform at senior level for the first time
which demonstrated the depth of local talent and emphasised the
strength of our elite pathway system with two athletes under 21 years
of age.

The postponement of the Olympic Games extended the
opportunity for Head Coach Sandy Brondello to observe
the WNBL season in Australia allowing quality time to
strategically assess each athletes’ critical skills.
2021 will have an elevated focus applied to individual
athlete elite skill acquisition to ensure success in Tokyo.

2020 RESULTS
FIBA OLYMPIC QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT
Opals 63 def by France 72
Opals 100 def Puerto Rico 74
Opals 86 def Brazil 72
2nd in Pool, advance to Tokyo Olympic Games
7 WNBA players in Opals squad
15 WNBL players in Opals squad
Australian Opal, Lauren Jackson AO,
inducted into Sport Australia Hall of Fame
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Following a change in personal circumstances whereby the Boomers
incumbent Head Coach Brett Brown had to step down in October,
Basketball Australia co-ordinated a panel to appoint the Boomers
Olympic Coach Brian Goorjian less than nine months from the Games.
This process included three independents in Basketball Australia’s
rigorous recruitment process.
The dynamic of the FIBA qualification system continues to create both
challenges and opportunities for coaches, athletes and team support
staff, which the program has embraced, including targeting diversity in
its coaching ranks not just within Australia.
Notably in 2020, one of the Boomers greatest players of all time Andrew
Bogut announced his retirement from professional basketball and
received global recognition for his contribution to game. His status in
Australian basketball where he excelled in both World Cups and three
Olympic campaigns is legendary.

2020 RESULTS
FIBA ASIA CUP QUALIFIER
Boomers 98 def by New Zealand 108
Boomers 115 def Hong Kong 52
2nd in Pool
6 debutants athletes for Boomers
Brian Goorjian announced as Head Coach for
Tokyo Olympic Games
Matt Nielsen announced as Boomers Head
Assistant Coach

CAMERAON GLIDDON | AUSTRALIAN BOOMERS v NEW ZEALAND TALL BLACKS

AUSTRALIAN OPALS | 2020 FIBA OLYMPIC QUALIFIYING TOURNAMENT

AUSTRALIAN OPALS
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HIGH PERFORMANCE

OTHER REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS

The evolving circumstances of COVID-19 saw the following High
Performance teams restricted to virtual communications, online
training resources and at home fitness and performance for the
entirety of the calendar year.
Activities will resume in 2021 for these representative programs.
This includes:
• Emerging Opals & Boomers
• U19 Women’s (Gems)
• U19 Men’s (Emus)
• Women’s team for athletes with an intellectual
impairment (Pearls)

AUSTRALIAN PEARLS

KEENAN GEORG-DENT | AUSTRALIAN BOOMERANGS

• Men’s team for athletes with an intellectual
impairment (Boomerangs)
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
GLIDERS & ROLLERS

AUSTRALIAN GLIDERS
The Gliders experienced a change of Coach
late last year, in the form of Rollers Head
Coach Craig Friday taking up the opportunity.
Craig has proven to be the best all round
development and strategic Wheelchair
basketball coach in the country and will take
on the dual role of coaching both programs
through 2021.

This decision by the IPC had a significant
impact on our Gliders women program but the
rest of the group has knuckled down through
2020 and taken on the new challenge under
Craig Friday as Head Coach. Importantly Janna
Mizens and Darren Allie also agreed to join the
Gliders coaching staff, to add to Craig Campbell,
which forms a formidable support team.

Unfortunately for the Gliders two key members
of the Asia Oceania Championships team
that helped the Gliders qualify for Tokyo,
were unexpectedly ruled out of International
Basketball by the International Paralympic
Committee (IPC), assessing both Annabelle
Lindsay and Teisha Shadwell as not being
code compliant (classifiable) to compete in
Wheelchair basketball.

Shelley Cronau (Vigo, Spain) returned overseas
to compete in the highly regarded and talented
Spanish National League, where Shelley gets
to go head to head with the top competitors’
week in and week out playing below her
classification points, but experiencing a high
level of play every week to help her develop.
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AUSTRALIAN ROLLERS
The Rollers squad, although impacted like
everyone from the COVID-19 pandemic, still
had a few athletes that managed to head
overseas for International competitions.
Meanwhile, a couple permanently reside fulltime in Spain and Germany.
Bill Latham (Madrid) and Kim Robins (Munich)
returned home to play in their local leagues,
while Jannik Blair (Spain) and Michael
Auprince (Germany) joined them in the
European competitions, and John McPhail
has resided now for several years in the
United States of America (Dallas) and
competes in the US National league.

There were a couple of retirements from the
Rollers program, with special mention to Jay
Dohnt (Adelaide) and Damon Fent (Melbourne),
who have made significant contributions for
several years and gave back a great deal to the
Rollers program. Both will be missed from
around the training camps and tours.
The squad managed to keep in touch primarily
via WhatsApp during lockdowns and are very
good at keeping everyone motivated and
driven to keep training hard, in the hope that
an opportunity came round again for the Tokyo
Paralympic Games. The group maintained
good levels of fitness and are proving to have
worked hard individually in preparing for 2021.
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
DEVILS & SPINNERS

The U25 Women were planned to kick off at the end of 2020
with the first camp for the next campaign, which is expected
to take place at the 2023 World Championships, with a location
yet to be confirmed.
Janna Mizens (Gliders Assistant Coach) was appointed late
2020 to the Head Coach role, which will align with her current
Gliders role, creating a unified pathway for athletes between
programs. Janna comes with a wealth of experience and
knowledge, and a gold medal from a previous Paralympics
campaign with Team USA.
This new group of identified athletes will look to kick off their
first camp in the first half of 2021 with a camp at the AIS in
Canberra. Over 20 athletes have been identified from around
the network and States, so this is promising to be an exciting
few years of engagement and development for the young
Devils squad, the team are expecting big things in the coming
few years.
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U23 AUSTRALIAN
MEN SPINNERS
Coach Brad Ness and Team Manager Tom Kyle have been
working tirelessly with this young group of U23 Men since
their World Championships was put on hold in 2020.
Their tournament has now been rescheduled for May 2022
in Chiba, Japan.
The squad has been developing nicely and starting to really
show some great signs, with maturity across the group. Their
commitment to the daily training environments and strength
and conditioning has been a key focus.
2020 took its toll on a few of the young squad members,
but luckily with the fantastic engagement of Brad and Tom
across the country, the squad still has 30+ strong members. A
key initiative for the squad is reporting in the OwnUrGoal app,
which allows the squad to stay in touch, monitor progress,
health and wellbeing checks and communicate quite easily.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS | HIGH PERFORMANCE | DEVILS & SPINNERS | 29

U25 AUSTRALIAN WOMEN DEVILS

U25 AUSTRALIAN
WOMEN DEVILS

SHYLA HEAL | WNBL20 YOUTH PLAYER OF THE YEAR

HIGH PERFORMANCE

KOBE KING-HAWEA | 2020 #1 JUNIOR COLLEGE PROSPECT

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

The Basketball Australia Centre of Excellence (CoE) - formerly
National Intensive Training Centre Program (NITCP) – and the
Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) Basketball Program Basketball
Program has been the world-leading junior development
program since 1981. Dedicated to the development of future
Boomers and Opals, the scholarship athletes are exposed to the
country's elite service providers and world-class facilities based
at the AIS in Canberra.
The program takes a holistic approach to the development of
elite international athletes and integrates education, basketball
services, sports science and personal excellence into the daily
training environment. The centre also hosts the NBA's Global
Academy.
The Centre of Excellence’s record of athlete development boasts
a premier list of talent amongst the alumni, including NBA stars
Andrew Bogut, Patty Mills, Matthew Dellavedova, Joe Ingles,
Aaron Baynes, Dante Exum and Cameron Bairstow. The program
also uncovered WNBA and Opals superstars Lauren Jackson,
Liz Cambage and Penny Taylor.

THE CoE WOMEN GRADUATE
Kelsey Rees (University of Utah, USA)

COLLEGE GRADUATES
Alex Sharp (Wake Forest University, USA)
Taylor Ortlepp (Boston College, USA)
Louise Brown (University of Tennessee, USA)

COLLEGE STANDOUT
Kobe King-Hawea (2020 #1 junior college
prospect – signed with Texas University
from Casper College)

WNBL END OF SEASON AWARDS
Shyla Heal (Townsville Fire)
(Youth Player of the Year)

Zitina Aokuso (Townsville Fire)
WNBA CHAMPION
Ezi Magbegor (Seattle Storm)
(Centre of Excellence alumni)

(Sixth Woman of the Year)

Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
(Robyn Maher Defensive Player)

Steph Talbot (Adelaide Lightning)
(Suzy Batkovic Most Valuable Player)

The Centre of Excellence was not without it’s challenges during
2020 and had limited capacity due to the national lockdown
approach to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
In 2020 the Centre of Excellence Men’s program maintained a
2-0 record in the Waratah League with the following results:
• BA CoE 119 def Hill Hornets 50
• BA CoE 125 def Penrith 79

THE CoE MEN GRADUATED 12 ATHLETES IN 2020
Blake Jones (Brisbane Bullets)
Josh Bannan (Montana)
(maintaining NCAA eligibility)

Tamuri Wigness (Brisbane Bullets)
Josh Giddey (Adelaide 36ers)(Next Star)
Mojave King (Cairns Taipans)(Next Star)

Keanu Rasmussen (CBU)
Taran Armstrong (CBU)

NBL AWARDS
Will Magnay (Brisbane Bullets)
(Most Improved)

Jason Cadee (Brisbane Bullets/AIS)
(6th Man)

Dan Rogers (TBD)

(NBA Global Academy)

Lucas Schmidt (Colorado Christian)

Wil Tattersall (UC Riverside)

Biwali Bayles (University of Hawaii)

Hunter Clarke (TBD)

OTHER AWARDS
Josh Giddey (MVP of Barcelona L’Hospitalet)
Josh Giddey (All-Star 5 BWB Global All-Star Weekend Camp)
Blake Jones (Australian Under-20 Championships Bob
Staunton Medallist)
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JOSH GIDDEY | MVP OF BARCELONA L’HOSPITALET

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

HIGH PERFORMANCE
COACHING

Basketball Australia continued its commitment to coach development
and education in 2020, despite the challenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The organisation conducted a series of virtual clinics and webinars,
as well as supporting the delivery of coach education courses
virtually. This allowed for ongoing support, education and
development for coaches of all ages and levels of experience.
2020 also saw the introduction of two new high performance coach
development programs. The Elite Female Coach Advancement
Program was introduced in March, with five identified coaches
commencing a two-year education and advancement course,
designed to provide high level professional development.
The Emerging Coach Initiative commenced in August of 2020, with
34 coaches aged 22-35 across all states and territories engaged in a
series of tailored webinars and course work.
Basketball Australia also continued to provide support through clinics
and other video resources through the www.coach.basketball.net.au
platform.

12 ONLINE CLINICS

presented via webinar format

5

PERFORMANCE VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLES

including national teams coaching panel, master coaches, indigenous
coaching leaders, female coaching leaders, regional coaching leaders

34
COACHES ENGAGED IN INAUGURAL ELITE
5 FEMALE COACH ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM

COACHES ENGAGED IN NEW EMERGING COACH INITIATIVE
with all eight states and territories represented

BA HIGH PERFORMANCE COACHING CLINICS
presented in Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane, Albury

PERFORMANCE COACH COURSE (FORMERLY LEVEL THREE)
conducted in Sydney
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
PATHWAYS

Basketball Australia Pathways (BAP) is Basketball Australia’s college
recruitment and advisory service, which provides advice to junior
Australian basketball athletes and families on how to navigate the college
recruitment process. And like most of us, BAP had to overcome the
challenges that COVID -19 created in 2020. This meant not being able to
travel and meet with athletes and families in their home cities and
instead, utilising online meetings to help provide information and
answering all questions pertaining to the United States college programs.

AUSTRALIANS ABROAD

20
ATHLETES COMPETING IN
400 THE US COLLEGE SYSTEM

ATHLETES COMPETING IN THE
NCAA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
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KRISTY WALLACE | BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

With borders opening up again and colleges still looking to recruit
Australian talent, the Basketball Australia Pathways team is looking
forward to a busy 2021 and continuing to help Australian families
navigate the eligibility process and secure scholarships to continue their
basketball development in the US collegiate system. BAP also plan on
launching Basketball Australia’s first junior talent scouting database,
where US college coaches can go to search for specific talent and connect
directly to Australian athletes.

JACK WHITE | DUKE UNIVERSITY

The Pathways team still managed to meet with over 400 athletes and
families last year using teleconferencing platforms, and assisted athletes
from across all parts of Australia seeking college opportunities.
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MARKETING

The approach to marketing of the 2020 Chemist Warehouse WNBL in
a hub season model provided for a unique approach to the strategic
opportunities, but also an avenue to build upon the previous
foundation set within the 2019-20 season.
By conducting key marketing activities the League was able to
successfully drive awareness and engagement across several channels,
culminating in increased broadcast viewership.
• Radio Advertisement

TOURISM CONTENT PIECES
The 2020 Chemist Warehouse WNBL season in Queensland presented the
players with a unique experience to visit some of the most breathtaking
landmark locations in Australia. In doing so, some of our WNBL athletes
were able to undertake once in a lifetime opportunities.
In partnering with Thrive PR and Tourism & Events Queensland, a series
of seven (7) video pieces were created for national broadcast, showcasing
the high level talent in the League as well as promoting the grand
locations of the hub season.

• Ticketing Giveaway Strategy
• Social Media Marketing
• Print / Digital advertising
• Direct communications

5%
EDM OPEN RATE AVERAGE
8.6%
EDM CLICK THROUGH RATE

2019-20 1.8% >> 2020 6.8%

2019-20 29.6% >> 2020 38.2%
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WNBL20 GRAND FINAL | SOUTHSIDE FLYERS V TOWNSVILLE FIRE

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL

MARKETING
RISE UP

Basketball in Australia is a sport for all, bringing together people of any
race, religion, nationality, gender, sexual orientation, and ability under
the shared values of respect, teamwork, trust and understanding.
During the events of 2020, pertaining to the Black Lives Matter
movement, Basketball Australia and the Australian Opals met to discuss
a strong public statement relating to the movement. The objective of
the ‘RISE UP’ campaign was the Australian Opals calling for people to
stand with them against racism, discrimination and injustice by asking
not only the basketball community, but also the community at large to
focus on the team’s values:

Respect Injustice Standards Equality Unity Peace

The RISE UP campaign was continued into the WNBL season,
with every player sporting the Opals message on their playing kit.
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MARKETING

WE BALL TOGETHER

The We Ball Together campaign was enacted during the pandemic of
2020 with four major sub-campaign categories. Each distinct arm of
the campaign had a major focus and subset of activities.

1. #WE ARE ACTIVE
A series of at-home training ideas to keep the basketball community
active. This includes leveraging Basketball Australia partners (i.e. PTP)
and our athletes to promote the messages.

2. #WE ARE ENGAGED
Social media engagement campaigns that drive engagement
with the basketball community. The major arm of this was the
#HomeCourtChallenge

3. #WE ARE INFORMED
The approach to this sub-campaign was two-fold. The first was an
online hub ensuring all relevant information was stored in one location
for the community to refer to. The second was a series of educational
videos, narrated by Australian athletes that allow the community to
understand how to reduce risk when they returned to basketball.
This category also included the Return to Basketball guidelines.

4. #WE ARE LOYAL
The final sub-campaign catergory came in the form of an emotive
video in which Basketball Australia engage the community to return
to Basketball, when safe to do so. Basketball Australia recognised that
post return, some families would need to make decisions about which
sport they/their children would return to. Basketball Australia wanted
to ensure a maximised chance of that choice being basketball.
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MARKETING

HOMECOURT CHALLENGE

The challenges of 2020 presented Basketball Australia with unique
opportunities to engage with the basketball community. With a national
lockdown occurring during the early stages of the year, Basketball Australia
turned its attention to digital/virtual platforms to engage with participants
and spectators of the sport. The concept: Home Court Challenge.

Engage people with the product of basketball
Increased awareness and public profile of the sport
Expand the audience by capitalising on audience 		
desire for sport related content and initiatives

500,000+ ORGANIC REACH

through athlete endorsement

AVERAGE VIEWERSHIP
when comparing average view
on content,YTD, on social channels
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WNBL INSTAGRAM | INCREASED ENGAGEMENT BY 125% IN 2019

MARKETING

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS

2020 was a year like no other. Media and PR strategies
devised to raise awareness and maximise interest in
basketball during a much anticipated Olympic and
Paralympic year were quickly superseded by plans
and tactics to keep Basketball Australia’s community
engaged and informed about off court matters, as on
court activities took a lengthy hiatus due to the COVID-19
pandemic and social issues came to the fore.
The uncertainty created by the pandemic required
Basketball Australia’s (BA) media and communications
department to be nimble, proactive and be the source of
truth in providing information and instruction to internal
and external stakeholders.
Against the backdrop of the Black Lives Matters social
movement, BA and the Australian Opals launched the
“RISE UP” campaign, asking all Australians to RISE UP in
taking positive action to eradicate racism, discrimination,
and injustice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and people of colour, by embracing the Opals’
team values of Respect, Injustice, Standards, Equality,
Unity, Peace.
With the pandemic impacting upon domestic and
international sporting events, BA and the WNBL
Commission made the decision to push ahead with
delivering a COVID-safe season to ensure the league
remained visible; provided the national team athletes
with strong preparation ahead of the delayed Tokyo
Olympics; to keep fans and members connected; and
inspire future generations of players, coaches and officials.
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While the league and clubs faced many challenges
in delivering the season exclusively out of a North
Queensland hub, it ended up being the most visible WNBL
season to date in terms of viewership numbers and media
coverage, with every game broadcast or streamed live
across Australia.
As the league, and not the clubs were delivering the hub
season, the BA media and communications team devised
and implemented a comprehensive PR, broadcast, digital,
and social media strategy to maximise the opportunities
the condensed season format and timings afforded. The
result was increased website traffic (when adjusting
for the shortened season), all-time high social media
engagement, and an outstanding traditional media
coverage within Australia worth close to $30M.
While 2020 required a dynamic and flexible approach, the
foundations and processes implemented in the preceding
year supported the strong outcomes and growth BA
experienced across its social and digital media channels
plus media coverage for all areas of the business.
The results also reinforced the importance of having
strong media relationships to not only increase media
coverage but to position BA as industry thought leaders,
which will only benefit the sport as it enters 2021.
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MARKETING

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS

2020 WNBL SOCIAL MEDIA
SNAPSHOT (IN-SEASON)
TWITTER IMPRESSIONS
FACEBOOK POST IMPRESSIONS
INSTAGRAM POST IMPRESSIONS

2,474,506
2,161,177
2,236,119

RISE UP CAMPAIGN MEDIA COVERAGE
*iSentia reporting period 30 June – 14 July 2020

• 234 pieces of coverage
• Media coverage valued at $247k
• Media coverage reached a cumulative audience of 2.7M

CHEMIST WAREHOUSE WNBL20 MEDIA COVERAGE
*iSentia reporting period 9 October – 31 December 2020

• The Chemist Warehouse WNBL received 5,870 mentions in the
media with over 1,000 pieces of coverage Australia-wide (digital,
print, radio and television)

BRIAN GOORJIAN BOOMERS APPOINTMENT MEDIA COVERAGE
*iSentia reporting period 30 June – 14 July 2020

• 264 pieces of coverage

• Media coverage valued at $28.69M (average sales rate)

• Media coverage valued at $1.3M

• Media coverage reached a cumulative audience of 43.46M

• Media coverage reached a cumulative audience of 2.61M
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MARKETING
EVENTS

The FIBA eSports Open 2020 was the inaugural eSports
competition for national teams, hosted by FIBA through their
brand-new FIBA eSports Studio in Latvia. The competition
consisted of a series of exhibition eBasketball games across two
separate events in 2020.
Games were played remotely on the PS4 console. The games took
place within NBA 2K using the Pro-AM mode and allowing full
customis`ation of player avatars, uniforms, and arena designs.
Basketball Australia made the commitment to participate and
submitted a team to both events, one in June 2020 and one
in November 2020. The design of the uniform replicated the
Australian playing jersey.
The event was hosted on Twitch through a fully equipped eSports
Studio showcasing the games on three-simultaneous channels,
for the first event, while the second event had one stream that
was split across different weekends for the various conferences.
The main stream, for the first event, and all games for the second
event, had commentators and player interviews.

EVENT 1 - OCEANIA CONFERENCE
Australia & New Zealand
RESULT: Champions
EVENT 2 - SOUTH EAST ASIA & OCEANIA CONFERENCE
Australia, Philippines & Indonesia
RESULT: Champions
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2020 WNBL END OF SEASON
AWARDS FUNCTION
The 2020 hub season presented the League with a unique
opportunity to have representation of most athletes / clubs at
an Awards function, therefore the WNBL and Basketball Australia
wanted to ensure it was a celebratory occasion enjoyed by all.
The Ville Resort & Casino was selected due to its fit-for-purpose
layout and modern and tropical theming that paid good homage
to the location in which the competing clubs had contested the
season. The League nominated a breakfast format, to allow teams
travelling home later that day to do so, and giving teams that were
staying for finals to compete, the opportunity to train and prepare
for the upcoming final games.
Hosted by journalist and media personality Megan Hustwaite, with
special guests Minister Scott Stewart, Opals Coach Sandy Brondello
and Hall of Famer and Basketball Australia, Head of Women in
Basketball Lauren Jackson AO, the function was a huge success
and enjoyed by all.
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LAUREN NICHOLSON, CAYLA GEORGE, LIZ CAMBAGE & STEPH TALBOT | MEMBERS OF THE ALL WNBL FIRST TEAM

FIBA ESPORTS OPEN

MARKETING
COMMERCIAL

CHALLENGES OF 2020
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic causing challenges for
several businesses, including the shutdown of almost
all of Basketball Australia’s key strategic events, the
Commercial team worked with partners through their
individual contractual implications. Working through the
issues caused by the pandemic led to the team seeking out
beneficial solutions for each partner.

PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENTS
NEW PARTNERS
Official Hydration Partner of the
2020 WNBL hub season
Basketball Australia Strategic Partner,
Host of the WNBL 2020 hub season

Event partners and host locations
of the WNBL 2020 hub season

MERCHANDISE
Launch of second range of
New Era headwear range
Limited edition Australian Boomers
Spalding ball – 100% sell through

PARTNER CAMPAIGNS

LIFELINE ROUND
Round 5 of the WNBL season was the dedicated Lifeline themed
round for the WNBL20 season. The theming once again gave the
league the opportunity to support a worthy cause, and provide a
platform to highlight the wonderful work Lifeline do for the
community.
The themed round raised almost $5,000 in direct donations,
with key activities including:
Themed warm-up tees produced by apparel partner iAthletic,
worn by the clubs
Text-to-donate digital graphics played both in stadium and via broadcast
Broadcast integration content piece with Lifeline ambassador Jenna O’Hea

Train at Home

RE-SIGNED PARTNERS
Official Team Wear Partner of the
WNBL (20/21)
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Court decal and re-skin of all digital assets for that week
Ref Warehouse whistles provided to all referees for the round

Homecourt Challenge
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MARKETING

DIGITAL SERVICES

Several challenges were faced in 2020, and
Digital Services also delivered on some big
achievements throughout the year.
With the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic
hitting Australia in March 2020, all
competitions and programs were cancelled as
the country went into lockdown. Most States
began to resume play in June/July, with
Victoria having the most disruption for the
year; many competitions only playing 4-5
months throughout the year (Jan/Feb/Mar
and Nov/Dec).
These COVID-19 impacts were felt across all
States & Territories with a 1.7% total decrease
in 2019/20 membership numbers across
Australia comparative to the previous year
2018/19.
Four of the States recorded an average 10%
drop in overall participation, but three States/
Territories managed to record an average 5%
increase in overall participation. However,
Western Australia was the stand-out State
recording a 29% increase in membership
compared to the 2018/19 year. This can be
attributed to the hard work and effort in the
back-half of 2019 with improvements
implemented for consistent data capture and
the use of the Courtside Digital Scoring App
across the State. The full impacts of COVID-19
on membership and participation will
continue to be monitored throughout 2020/21.
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In 2020, Digital Services launched the
Accreditation & Education module across
The Basketball Network, which is an improved
database structure for capturing consistent
‘non-playing member’ data across the country.
The Accreditation & Education module
seamlessly integrates with Basketball
Australia’s partner; the EtrainU Learning
Management System. Basketball Australia
now has the platform to provide a suite of
education courses that are to be rolled out
across the different areas of the business
including: Coaching, Officiating, Integrity &
Administration. With an emphasis on
Coaching in 2020, Basketball Australia saw
a 4.4% increase in the number of registered
coaches.
The Basketball Network team also completed
a task that made a huge difference to the
community in terms of support, and that was
authoring and releasing over 200 articles
about how to use the database in a centralised
repository called The Knowledge Base.

2018/19
TOTAL PLAYING PARTICIPANTS

473,975

2019/20
465,902

GENDER SPLIT

27% FEMALE
73% MALE

AGE

61% JUNIOR
39% SENIOR

% CHANGE
-1.70%

TECHNICAL OFFICIALS

21,682

16,720

-22.89%

COACHES

22,578

23,575

4.42%

2,067

11,702

466.13%

25,625

23,670

-7.63%

CALD
AUSSIE HOOPS PLAYERS
GENDER SPLIT

30% FEMALE
70% MALE

Digital Services also assisted the Chemist
Warehouse WNBL by project managing the
broadcast and production of the hub season
in Queensland, in conjunction with SEN.
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STATE & TERRITORY BODIES
ACT | NSW | NT | QLD | SA | TAS | VIC | WA
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STATE & TERRITORY BODIES
YEARLY HIGHLIGHTS

BASKETBALL
NEW SOUTH WALES

BASKETBALL ACT
PRESIDENT
Allan Yates

CEO

PRESIDENT

David Simpson

Jennifer Dean

CEO

Maria Nordstrom

DEVELOPMENT

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP

DEVELOPMENT

Futures Program introduced to support Under 12
representative program.

7,382 junior and 2,378 senior participants across Summer
and Winter competitions in 2020.

3x3 Community Hustle saw 2992 participants join 192
programs in 45 locations across NSW.

Increase of approximately 35% across all grassroots/
development programs.

Increase of Pink Stars program delivery to support
increase of junior female participants.

Walking Basketball kicked off as part of the national strategy
with 300 participants targeting seniors in 27 programs.

Partnered with several local community councils to
deliver 3x3 Community Hustle programs.

Increase of Ron Harvey Corporate Cup team registrations
in 2020– inclusion of mixed competition for the first
time.

318 Sporting Schools programs were delivered with Term 3
2020, highest intake in history for basketball and #1 sport in
Australia.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
Upgrade of Belconnen Basketball Stadium – including
painting, court re-surfacing, roof management and other
general maintenance works.
Early adoption of ACT Government advice and procedures
relating to COVID-19 protocols.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
Introduction of Canberra Nationals Academy to support
development pathways ways and underpin Canberra
Nationals program.
ACT U16 Men’s Coach accepted into BA’s Emerging Coaches
Initiative.
ACT Ivor Burge team achieving Bronze at Ivor Burge
Championships.
Bowyn Beatty and Alex Toohey selected for Australia U16
National team for FIBA U17 Asia Championships.

Increase to “representative ready” participants through
introduction of Futures Program in 2020.
Super Summer Series – 3x3 events introduced –
increased number of 3x3 tournaments during summer.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE

719 coaches attended clinics, courses and webinars during
2020. 37% of coaches were female.
2028 referees officiated our reduced COVID-19 impacted
representative season. 35% of our referees were female.

Six NSW athletes awarded scholarships at Basketball
Australia’s Centre of Excellence & two athletes at the NBA
Global Academy.
1016 athletes trialed for BNSW High Performance Programs
with 40% being female.
2 out of 14 officials attending the WNBL hub in QLD for the
2020/21 season were from NSW.
Secured FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cup 2022 with
Basketball Australia.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
Sports Stadium Management (SSM) finished year with good
profit.
Her Sport Her Way funding was secured providing up to $2.6
million over four years to assist in growing sport for women
and girls, reduce barriers to participation, and promote
inclusive sport experiences.
Successful in securing NSW Office of Sport Mental Health Fund
grant which will help see 14 programs rolled out across 10
regional and rural basketball communities over the next 12
months in conjunction with the Red Cross.
Facilities projects in various stages of development across
NSW. New projects approved for funding in 2020:
• Taree/Manning funding to build a 5-court facility in
Taree, and a two court extension was funded and
approved for Kevin Betts Stadium in Blacktown.
• Projects completed in 2020 - St Ives High School (first
2 of 4 courts completed) and Barker College (5 courts).
Sponsorship extension with Spalding for a further two years
and continues to be the official naming rights partner, official
game ball and backboard supplier for BNSW.
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NSW Ivor Burge Women’s team won silver at the Australian
Junior Championships.

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
61,445 registered participants and 187,102 recognised
participants.
NSW families saved over $4.13M by utilising the Active Kids
Vouchers and taking up basketball in the goal of getting
children active and combating childhood obesity.
Community participation boosted by Aussie Hoops and
Sporting Schools that saw over 35,000 participants.
Legacy programs for women & girls and indigenous programs
co-funded by BNSW and NSW Government to drive
participation in 2021 to 2023.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Implementation of crisis management framework and
communications strategy during COVID-19 put BNSW in a
good position for ramp up and restart and kept NSW
community and staff engaged. Turning this framework into
an ongoing process for best practise. The year symbolised
strong collaboration between the sports in NSW and equally
with State Government partners.
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STATE & TERRITORY BODIES
YEARLY HIGHLIGHTS

BASKETBALL
NORTHERN TERRITORY
CHAIRPERSON
Anne Coleman

CEO

CHAIRPERSON

John Mitchell

DEVELOPMENT
U12 Futures and U14 Academy programs with the
sponsorship of Bendigo Bank were well supported with
over 120 participants despite the limited opportunity to
offer programs.
Full time Participation Manager appointed in 2020.
Coaching courses delivered electronically during the
COVID-19 period.
BNT supported visit by Jacquie Dover to assist DBA and
ASBA with their referee development programs.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
A business plan in conjunction with P&RBA presented
to the NT Government to build a facility within the
Palmerston area to enhance the opportunity for
participants within their own city.
Basketball NT supported by NT Government, maintaining
Tier 1 status.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
37 athletes in the High Performance Program in 2020.
A period of 6 weeks was serviced via Zoom delivery by HP
Coaching staff.
Basketball NT undertakes an active role with NT's two
Australian Rollers Squad representatives Tom O’NeillThorne and Clarence McCarthy-Grogan.
Cancellation of both U18 and U16 Australian Junior
Championships limited external development experiences
for athletes.
Boundless Possible NT 3X3 teams in Men’s and Women’s
participated in the NBL Pro Hustle series until COVID-19
halted all tournaments in March.

ANNUAL REPORT 2020

BASKETBALL QUEENSLAND
CEO

Nicola Ellis

Graham Burns

Basketball NT formally supports the Darwin Basketball
Association in their endeavours to enter the NBL 1
competition in 2022.

DEVELOPMENT

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP

Around 500 referees state-wide attended an accreditation
referee course.

Basketball continues to play a prominent role within
the community (one of the highest participation sports
within NT).
Associations within Darwin, Palmerston and Alice Springs
continue to strive with tremendous support of volunteers.
Big Rivers Basketball Association commenced in
Katherine again with great support of local volunteers.
NT Government Remote Sporting Voucher program
continued through 2020 with 29 programs hosted and
2535 participants in attendance.
Rising Stars all abilities program continued with 9 teams
participating in the local competition.
3X3 Community Hustle programs were hosted at local
pools, schools, and remote locations throughout the year
with 20 events and more than 350 participants.

98% of all games during State Champs evaluated by a
referee coach.

30 referee coaches attended referee coaching course.
Coach accreditation and registration systems were
overhauled resulting in better management processes
for local associations and setting up a fully automated
accreditation system.
Delivered the first regional women’s only club coach
course building on the successful 2019 initiative.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
A shortage of indoor facilities continues to be an issue for
associations across the State.
In October, Northside Wizards opened a new five-court
Stadium at Zillmere which will assist in meeting current
demand.

Southern Cup hosted in Alice Springs with 10 remote
teams from the Southern region participating.

Expansion of the two-court facility at the South Pine
Sports Centre commenced which will see an additional
three courts added to this facility.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Basketball Queensland is working with the Queensland
Government with a plan to construct a State Basketball
Centre which will provide community use courts.

Minimal disruption to local programs and participation,
compared to southern States. Delivery electronically for
a short time, before commencing normal operations in
April 2020.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
Queensland U20 Men and Women’s teams won silver at
the Australian Junior Championships.
Our State Performance Program moved online during the
COVID-19 lockdown, with the State Performance Manager
Luke Cann delivering weekly training sessions to athletes
via Zoom.
Athletes continued to track their wellness and training at
home via the OwnUrGoal app.
Despite limited national camps and teams there were 19
Queensland athletes selected for National performance
camps.
12 athletes selected to play in Australian teams in FIBA
international competition in 2020.
Seven athletes gained scholarships at Centre of Excellence
in 2020.

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
The most significant achievement from a competition’s
aspect was that all competitions managed by Basketball
Queensland were able to proceed at rescheduled times
throughout 2020.
A highly successful inaugural Queensland State League
season that featured a host of WNBL and NBL talent.
There was a 17.2% increase in the number of junior
and senior teams competing in Basketball Queensland
representative competitions when compared to 2019.
Basketball Queensland finished the year with 25,446
players registered at associations, 13.7% less than at the
end of 2019.
Extended the registrations of all participants by four
months during the COVID lockdown.
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STATE & TERRITORY BODIES
YEARLY HIGHLIGHTS

BASKETBALL SOUTH AUSTRALIA
CHAIRPERSON
Nicole Nader

CEO

CHAIRPERSON

Phil Sinnott

DEVELOPMENT
Transition plan to introduce new COVID-19 management
protocols and procedures, staff training and member
communication.

Chris Somerville
HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE

Policy framework reviewed.

Three players at Australian Development Camps – Isobel
Borlase, Fiston Ipassou, Yaak Yaak (Madison Freer and
Charlie Wyatt withdrew due to injury).

Online coach development courses delivered – 210 Club
coach accreditations.

Adelaide Invitational Challenge planned to
replacepostponed 2020 Australian Junior Championships.

Community engagement innovations during COVID-19
– Homecourt App, player and referee online workouts,
challenges e.g. referee step challenge, trick shot
challenge.
Increased on-court referee education.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
Job Keeper enabled Basketball SA to retain staffing
through COVID shutdown to continue to service members.
Basketball SA established COVID Response and Rebound
Taskforce to collectively ensure the financial needs of the
sport were addressed.

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
Membership remained relatively stable through COVID-19.
Competition resumed 20 July following shutdown from
13 March.
New Partners include World Sports Tours, Aboriginal
Basketball Academy, Sports Chaplaincy, Connect Ref &
Maher Ninnis Basketball.
First Member Workshop held for members to engage with
the Commission and staff and meaningfully disseminate
information.
Adelaide Basketball Challenge held in place of NBL1.

State COVID funding helped cover increased costs in
cleaning, sanitisation, and signage to manage COVID
environment.

Free Hoops weekend to celebrate opening of stadiums
after lockdown.

Basketball SA moved to new office location with aim to
establish a public presence for the sport.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Capital improvements suspended during COVID-19.
Commitment to Female Participation and Pathways –
introduction of levy.

2020-2024 High Level Strategic Priorities developed.
Inaugural Basketball SA Hall of Fame dinner held on 7
Feb 2020 – five new inductees, one elevated to legend, 15
retrospectively recognised.
Colin Thompson and Bert Bargeus awarded Basketball SA
Life Membership.
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BASKETBALL TASMANIA
CEO

Chris McCoy

DEVELOPMENT

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Record numbers in Junior Development Programs with
families valuing the extra training from High Performance
coaches, Tri-Series competition and pathway through to
representing Tasmania and beyond.

Basketball Tasmania has an opportunity for huge
advancements over the next few years working in conjunction
with the Tasmanian JackJumpers with their first season to
tip off in October 2021.

Came through a COVID year in good shape with athletes
continuing to advance their skills despite the national
events being postponed.

Basketball Tasmania has set the target of being the number
one sport in the state by 2024.

FACILITIES & FUNDING

Financially, Basketball Tasmania performed well in the
COVID year by making some tough early decisions and being
successful in several available grants.

Currently developing a long term facility strategy for
basketball in Tasmania.
Currently developing a “Where Can I Play Basketball” plan.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
Continuing to ‘over-achieve’ with National Junior Teams
and Squads – the current Australian teams and squads
have 10% of positions going to Tasmanians (despite being
2% of the country’s population).

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
Participation rates have increased 34% over the past five
years. This is a figure that is anticipated to accelerate
further with the exposure in the NBL.
Record entry levels for Events with teams and participants
enjoying a professional product and service. One highlight
was the Launceston Classic where 125 teams entered with
48 girl’s teams in the Under 14 and younger age groups
(one major focus in the current Strategic Plan)
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STATE & TERRITORY BODIES
YEARLY HIGHLIGHTS

BASKETBALL VICTORIA
PRESIDENT

Mike Bainbridge

CEO

CHAIRPERSON

Nick Honey

DEVELOPMENT
Focus was on member support, COVID-19 survival and return
to sport action plans.
Full roll-out of state-wide online individual registration
on PlayHQ was halted in February due to COVID-19, but
continual functionality enhancements and development,
member webinars and showcases continued during
lockdown. Registrations resumed late October for Summer
2020/21.

Keith Dunlap
HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
Victorian teams won three gold medals – Under-20
Men, Under-20 Women and Ivor Burge Women – at the
Australian Junior Championships in February 2020.
NBL1 expanded to include NBL1 North (Queensland), NBL1
Central (South Australia), NBL1 West (Western Australia),
with the Victorian/Tasmanian competition rebranded as
NBL1 South.

State-wide High-Performance program continued ‘online’
with some sessions on Zoom averaging 300 participants.

Ezi Magbegor in her rookie WNBA season became a
champion with the Seattle Storm.

1,076 coaches completed the Community and Club Course
via Zoom. 169 coaches went through the Community and
Club Course via Face to Face.

Ben Simmons was named to NBA All-Defensive First team,
All-NBA Third Team, All-Star and NBA steals leader.

Over 200 online webinars, courses and workshops for
technical officials and advisors conducted in 2020.
66 webinars conducted for member assistance, education,
and professional development.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
Traralgon, Wonthaggi, Maffra all completed stadium
developments.
$130 Million State Basketball Centre expansion funding
was announced in December 2020 for an extra 10
community courts, high performance facilities and expanded
administration area.
High Performance Hub Program continued as best as
possible under COVID-19 restrictions in year 2 of the
program.
Sport and Recreation Victoria – Grants for associations and
clubs including Emergency Assistance, Sporting Club Grants,
Emergency Equipment and Infrastructure assistance.
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BASKETBALL
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A number of Victorians were selected for Australian teams
and scholarships to the Centre of Excellence.

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
Basketball officially stopped on March 13 in Victoria
and barring a short window of a few weeks in June for a
handful of associations, only re-activated with minimal
restrictions in late October/November 2020. Some
associations decided to hold off until 2021.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Engage at Home Campaign – Even though the state
was in lockdown for an extended period and no access to
indoor courts, the community was kept engaged through
online coaching and technical official courses, State
Development Program training and education sessions,
governance training, technology partner webinars and
content marketing competitions and campaigns. Wear
Your Colours Day, the And1 Design Your Jersey Competition
and Bulla Local Heroes were some examples of how
the community was kept engaged and excited about
basketball during lockdown.

CEO

Rob Clement

DEVELOPMENT

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP

Five regional development officers from the regions
of Kimberley, Pilbara, Mid West, South West and Great
Southern are allowing Basketball to grow and become one
of the dominant sports in the community.

Number of affiliations has grown to a five-year high
of 75 affiliated associations.

People Development programs through coaching,
refereeing and technical officials has expanded to provide
course presenters and coaching managers through the
metro and regional areas, providing much better support
and delivery of programs.

Most, if not all, associations utilising the national
database as well as online payment processing and
competition management.

Association Development continues to occur through the
development of constitutions, policy work and adherence
to the new laws relating to incorporated associations.
In addition, strategic planning projects such as Top Club
have been rolled out through various associations.

FACILITIES & FUNDING

Continued growth of the participation base in WA
exceeding 50,000 members.

Community participation boosted by programs such as
Aussie Hoops, Schools Slam Series and Community 3x3.
State Basketball League saw an increase in attendance
by 20%.
Junior State League has expanded to include an
additional metropolitan association who made
the finals for the first time.

Planning infrastructure needs specifically regarding
the development of assets for the community.
Looking at expanding influence and roles within
communities with culturally diverse backgrounds.
Local Governments are increasing their engagement with
the sport providing greater leverage and opportunities.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
& REPRESENTATIVE
Continued support of the Perth Lynx which drives elite
and sub-elite pathways.
Full integration of Wheelchair Basketball including
supporting the national program based in Perth.
Record number of teams and associations attending
the State and Country Championships.
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PARTNERS
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AUSTRALIA
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