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Basketball Australia respectfully acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the land
on which we live, work and play basketball. Basketball Australia pay their
respects to all Elders past, present and emerging.
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VISION
MISSION

Basketball will be the sport of choice for
Australian families in the 21st century.

To be a respected national sporting
organisation recognised for our
nationally led, state delivered programs.
To be recognised as a truly gender
equal, all abilities, community sport that
has a defined pathway to greatness.
We will be viewed as one of the most
successful basketball nations on earth.

VALUES

TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY
INTEGRITY AND HONESTY
PROFESSIONALISM
ACCOUNTABILITY AND RESULTS
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Summary

In 2021, Basketball Australia was guided by the strategic
priorities’ framework for the 2021-2024 period.
The organisation’s growth potential lies in the opportunity
to identify, prioritise and invest in the following three
strategic priority areas.

PARTICIPATION
GROWTH
Participation growth is central to the long-term health of the sport. Attracting more people to play and
engage with the sport over the next 4 years will ensure Basketball Australia’s commercial sustainability. It
will also help the organisation drive quality talent through the systems to bolster the standard at all levels
of the game. As well as continuing the growth in participants from all walks of life – no matter their gender,
ethnicity, ability or sexuality.

COMMERCIAL
GROWTH
This underpins the whole strategy. Basketball Australia aims to maximise the assets of the
sport and reorientate internal organisation resources to drive the revenue needed to support
growth in participation and high performance.

HIGH PROFILE &
HIGH PERFORMING
NATIONAL TEAMS
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Maintaining the profile and result of our Australian teams on the world stage is key to
this strategy. This will help to underpin commercial growth by attracting major events,
sponsorship, and investment activity to the region. Success and high-profile exposure
will also assist in driving grassroots participation by inspiring people to want to play.
BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT

CHAIR’S

Report

JOHN CAREY

2021 delivered significant challenges to our sport as global
competition was effectively shut down or held in extremely
challenging conditions. Despite this, the resilience and
determination shown by our staff, athletes, officials and
partners was fantastic, as together we learned how to
operate in new and innovative ways.
Boomers co-captain Patty Mills AM provided Australia
with one of the most memorable moments of the Opening
Ceremony at Tokyo 2020 when he led the team out as our
first Indigenous flag-bearer. The Boomers continued the
celebration as they delivered Australia’s first men’s OIympic
basketball medal bringing home the bronze (rose gold).
The team, captained by Patty and Joe, demonstrated the
importance of culture and delivered against the odds.
Our congratulations to Brian Goorjian and the team on
representing Australia with such pride.

“The team captained by Patty and Joe
demonstrated the importance of culture
as the team delivered against the odds”

6

•

BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT

CHAIR’S REPORT I JOHN CAREY

The Australian Opals were unable to medal following a
difficult lead-in with no international match practice and
an interrupted preparation. However, they showed great
resilience and fight on the court led by Captain Jenna
O’Hea and Coach Sandy Brondello. The Rollers and Gliders
fought admirably in the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics and while
they didn’t medal, they gained a legion of new fans.
The NBA draft in July was an incredible result for Josh
Giddey (pick 6) who was taken by Oklahoma Thunder.
The NBA Global Academy/Centre of Excellence
graduate entered the world stage and hasn’t looked back.
Congratulations to Marty Clarke and his team on the
excellent results they continue to achieve.
Australian basketballers continued to receive significant
sporting awards, including Lauren Jackson AO, OLY who
was inducted into the Naismith Memorial Hall of FameClass of 2021. Patty Mills AM was awarded the highest of
sporting honours, The Don Award at the Sport Australian
Hall of Fame. Dual Olympian Erin Phillips was honoured
with an OAM for services to basketball and AFL. Six times
Olympic coach Tom Maher was inducted into the FIBA Hall
of Fame-Class of 2021.
On their retirements we wish two-time Olympian Katie
Ebzery and four-time Olympian David Andersen all the very

best and congratulate them both on their extraordinary
careers and thank them for their contribution to our game.
Four-time Paralympian Brett Stibners OAM called time
on his international career with the Rollers, taking with
him a gold and silver Paralympic medal and a gold World
Championship win. Congratulations Brett.
The 2021/22 WNBL season kicked off in November, albeit
without Perth Lynx due to border closures. The WNBL
Commission and Clubs are to be commended for their
efforts over the past two seasons. Every possible challenge
presented itself, yet the competition went on.
Sadly, this year we lost two of our beloved Hall of Fame
members George Dancis and Al Ramsay, both of whom
contributed so much to basketball. We know their
legacies will live on. Former Boomer Bruce Flick passed
away aged 88. He was an inductee into the NSW
Basketball Hall of Fame.
Thanks to Sport Australia, led by CEO Rob Dalton and
Australian Institute of Sport CEO Peter Conde. The
guidance and support received from the Australian
Olympic Committee CEO Matt Carroll AM and Chef de
Mission Ian Chesterman AM in the lead-up to, and during,
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics was vital to the performance
of our athletes. To former CEO Lynne Anderson and
current CEO Catherine Clark of Paralympics Australia,
we appreciate your commitment and support of our
wheelchair program. Our partnership with Commonwealth
Games is exciting and we look forward to launching 3x3 at
the games this year. Our thanks also to Craig Phillips AM
for working so closely with our team.
Our strong partnership with FIBA continues and we are
looking forward to hosting the Women’s Basketball World
Cup later in the year. Thanks goes to David Reid, David
Crocker and Amanda Jenkins for their representation of
the Oceania region.
Thank you to the Chairs/President’s and CEO’s of the
States and Territories who have worked tirelessly to keep
people playing, facilities open and achieve year on year
growth of the sport.
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Congratulations to NBL Executive Chairman Larry Kestelman
and Commissioner Jeremy Loeliger on an outstanding
season and for your support of our Boomers program.
I would like to thank former Chairman Ned Coten and
his Directors for their excellent stewardship of Basketball
Australia. I feel very honoured to have been given the
opportunity to take the helm as Chair and I look forward
to continuing the growth of the sport and the rise in
prominence of basketball in Australia.
I thank my fellow Board members Damian Armour (Deputy
Chair), Anna Cicognani, Alison Cameron, Andrew Major
and Greg Sam for their leadership and support during
the year, and to Matt Scriven (CEO) and his team, who
have undertaken an incredible amount of work under
difficult circumstances to ensure our business, teams and
competitions continue to thrive.
Most importantly we thank our athletes and the fans who
love the game and make it so enjoyable to be a part of.
Thank you.
John Carey Chair

CHAIR’S REPORT I JOHN CAREY

CEO’S

Message

MATT SCRIVEN

It has been difficult yet rewarding year in basketball as we
have all learnt to navigate in an ever-changing landscape.
Despite the challenges, basketball continues to grow at a
rapid rate with more people participating and watching than
ever before.
While play may have been suspended, the work behind the
scenes has progressed at full pace to ensure we capitalise
on the success of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic result and ensure
pathways to the world stage. Over 2 million people tuned
into to see the Boomers play, one of the most watched
sporting events of the year and the catchphrase “Gold Vibes
Only” become part of Australian vernacular.

“We have more players representing
Australia in the NBA and WNBA than
ever before.....”
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We have more players representing Australia in the NBA
and WNBA than ever before names including Mills, Giddey,
Green, Landale, Ingles, Allen, Whitcomb, Talbot, Smith and
more. In addition, our players are representing in European
and Japanese leagues and at home in the NBL and WNBL.
The Australian Junior Championships (AJC’s) remains a
critical pathway for elite athletes, and it has an impressive
alumnus; Tyrese Proctor, Dyson Daniels, Josh Giddey, Jade
Melbourne and Anneli Maley to name a few. Australia now
has more than 400 athletes on scholarships in US Colleges,
thanks to a well-defined pathway from Aussie Hoops to
the AJC’s, Centre of Excellence and NBA Global Academy
programs. Our programs are globally recognised which is a
testament to our coaches and support staff.

CEO’S MESSAGE I MATT SCRIVEN

The AJC’s is a key focus moving forward to ensure more games
are broadcast to a wider and growing audience. We thank the
venues and clubs who host the AJC’s and our government
partners who work with us to create exceptional events.
Aussie Hoops remains a key focus of the business with
significant growth over the past year despite the challenges.
The number of kids playing basketball through the Sporting
Schools Australia initiative continues to grow and we thank
SportAus for their commitment and resourcing of this program.
In the new covid world, our athletes have navigated hotel
quarantine, cancellations, postponements, endless paperwork,
and PCR tests, while travelling the world to compete in ever
changing environments. Our support staff have done an
incredible job in managing our athletes around the world,
keeping them safe and prepared to play. It is a credit to the
resilience of our athletes that we have been able to maintain an
international touring schedule during a pandemic. Thanks goes
to Jacob Holmes and his team at the ABPA for working with us
to ensure the welfare of the players was prioritised.
Our elite wheelchair program suffered the most event
cancellations over the year due to covid however the Rollers and
Gliders represented with pride in Tokyo. Congratulations to The
Sandy Blythe Medal Recipients for the 2020 Paralympic Games
Tom O’Neill-Thorne and Jannik Blair and the Sue Hobbs Medal
Recipient for the 2020 Paralympic Games Amber Merritt.
As we head into the FIBA Women’s
Basketball World Cup in Sydney in
September this year there is a solid depth
of talent coming through the women’s
ranks. At the FIBA Women’s Asia
Cup, Australia claimed the bronze
with captain Sami Whitcomb
being awarded selection in the
All-Star Five. The U19’s girls
competed in Hungary in the
FIBA U19 World Cup and took
out the silver medal going down
to the USA in the final.

Implementing the action and tasks set out in the Diversity and
Inclusion Framework, the Women and Girls Strategy and the
Reconciliation Action Plan remain a priority. We continue to
work across all areas of the business to ensure that we embrace
diversity and are welcoming to everyone. The Women and Girls
strategy identified the need to create pathways for women
through officiating and this year, four of the five new FIBA
licenced referees are women. Our thanks to Senator The Hon
Richard Colbeck Minister for Sport for his support of basketball
specifically the funding of the Women in Basketball platform
which will be headed up by Lauren Jackson OLY AO.
Following a year of inactivity and with the business still severely
impacted by the increased costs caused by COVID it was a
pleasing result to deliver a surplus. It is to the credit of the
team who worked under physical and financial duress to deliver
programs and events in an unprecedented environment who
are to be commended.
The States and Territories are the engine room for basketball
participation, and they are to be highly commended for
navigating one of the most difficult periods in our history and to
maintain basketball as a sport of choice.

As we look towards the future,
we are excited by the Victorian
Government’s $312 million
redevelopment of our head office
at the State Basketball Centre in
Wantirna. The facility will include
new offices, 18 courts and highperformance facilities. We thank our
Government partners nationally for
investing in basketball infrastructure
that ensures the growth of our sport.

I would like to thank the Board for their support
over the past year and the staff who have
navigated difficult conditions and worked over
and above for a sport that we all love. To all the
athletes who play our game from Aussie Hoops
to the Boomers, Opals, Rollers and Gliders, thank
you and we look forward to 2022!
Matt Scriven CEO
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CEO’S MESSAGE I MATT SCRIVEN

COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Commonwealth Games Australia is proud to
support Basketball Australia on the road to the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

As a direct legacy of the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games, Commonwealth Games
Australia is investing $13 million in our Member
Sports and Team Members across the 21 sports
that will form the Australian Team in Birmingham.
We are proud to contribute $608, 860 to
Basketball Australia.

The funding is all designed to help our Member
sports go from Green2Gold2Great and assist
emerging Team Members to Breakthrough2022
at the Brimingham Games to keep Australia as
the No. 1 nation in the Commonwealth.
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES

SPORT AUSTRALIA

JOSEPHINE SUKKAR AM CHAIR

Like so many Australians, sport has been a cornerstone of my life and has shaped me in ways I could
never have imagined. I am passionate in my belief in sport’s unrivalled ability to unite, inspire, and
build healthier, stronger communities and I am committed to ensuring that every Australian who
wants to be part of a sports community, in any role, enjoys the extraordinary benefits and grows as a
result of their engagement with the sport of their choice.
The Australian Sports Commission (ASC), comprising
Sport Australia and the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS),
is proud to support Australian sport at all levels, on behalf
of the Australian Government. We nurture and develop
sport at the community level with the help of our partners
across the industry. This support extends to our Australian
athletes competing at the pinnacle of world competition.

We are immensely proud of our many programs and initiatives
that support a connection and involvement with sport at all
levels. Our national Sporting Schools program provides an
important first step to get children active and engaged through
sport, while the AIS’s focus on wellbeing can ensure our
athletes feel supported during their time in high performance
sport so it is as positive and rewarding as it can be.

The unprecedented challenge of the global COVID-19
pandemic since 2020 has required incredible resilience as
a society and within our sport sector. We know, however,
sport is playing a crucial role in the nation’s rebuilding
efforts, which presents us with great opportunities.

There is so much to look forward to with a golden runway of
major sporting events on home soil over the next decade,
leading to the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. Some of the world’s biggest sporting events
will converge on our shores, with World Cups or World
Championships locked in for basketball, cricket, football,
and netball, to name a few, presenting more wonderful
opportunities for Australian sport to thrive.

The Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics were shining
examples of the hope and inspiration sport can provide to
our elite athletes, but also the communities they represent.
Postponed a year, it was wonderful to see our Australian
athletes respond to this adversity with the equal-best
gold medal haul in our Olympic history and a total of
46 medals across a myriad of sports. Our Paralympians
also overcame the toughest of preparations to excel and
inspire Australians, bringing home 80 medals including
21 gold across 10 sports. More so, it was inspiring to see
how our Olympians and Paralympians represented us so
proudly with humility and respect, reinforcing their status
as important role models.
This is important, because we need Australian sport to
carry forward a legacy from one generation to the next.
This is about building sustainable improvement and
success across everything we do.
We want to inspire a thriving participation base, recognise
the invaluable contribution of our volunteers, build sport
capability and give our elite athletes the very best chance
to succeed to competition and life beyond.
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“I could not be more
excited for sport in
Australia and the
opportunities that
will come our way.”

South East Queensland’s winning bid for the 2032 Olympic
and Paralympic Games provides an incredible opportunity
to unite the nation through sport and provide all Australian
children the chance to dream of representing their nation
on the world’s biggest stage, right here at home.
2032 has become a giant target to aim towards, aligning our
sports, our infrastructure, and our communities to leave a
positive legacy for a post-COVID Australia.
This is a pivotal time for our sector and the future green and
gold runway provides an opportunity to consider the role that
each of us can play in building a stronger, leaner and healthier
sports industry.
On behalf of the ASC, thank you to everyone who contributes
to Australian sport with the aim of making it better for all.

SPORT AUSTRALIA MESSAGE I JOSEPHINE SUKKAR

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE MESSAGE

MATT CARROLL CEO

Australia’s Olympians created their own special history at
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics Games and in doing so, have
created a wonderful platform for the Olympic movement
through to Brisbane 2032 and beyond.
Getting 486 athletes to Tokyo in the midst of a global
pandemic was a monumental task for the AOC and our
National Federations and of course, a great testament to
the athletes themselves, who had endured so much just to
get to the start line.
History now records that Australia’s tally of 17 Gold medals
equals the previous high mark achieved in Athens 2004 and
the total medal tally of 44 is the fourth highest of all time.
A total of 99 members of the Australian Team took home a
medal from 14 sports and 19 disciplines.
The Boomers bronze medal was a wonderful moment in
Australian Olympic history and those emotional scenes of
celebration after the match and at the medal ceremony
touched every Australian.
There were other moments of great pride for Australia
with Patrick Mills becoming the first Indigenous Australian
to carry the Flag at the Opening Ceremony while Cate
Campbell became the first female swimmer to achieve that
honour also.
While the Opals campaign fell short of the goal they set
themselves, they can take great pride in representing
Australia in Tokyo.
Members of both the Boomers and the Opals staying up
until 3.00am in Las Vegas to witness Patty Mills being
selected as the male flag bearer says volumes for the team
culture of both groups.

486

ATHLETES
IN TOKYO
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44
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Australians embraced this Tokyo Olympic Team like no
other to leave our shores. Just days prior to the Opening
Ceremony, the IOC awarded Brisbane the right the host
the 2032 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games.

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE MESSAGE I MATT CARROLL

Olympic sport brought together three levels
of government, as well as the Olympic and
Paralympic movements in Australia to deliver this
outstanding result for the future of
Australian sport.
The Games in Brisbane has the potential
to supercharge Australian sport for the next
ten years until the Games, and a further ten
years beyond.
The AOC also sees these Games as a moment we
can share with all our friends and neighbours in
the Pacific region in the decade ahead. It is not
just Brisbane’s Games or Australia’s Games.
There is a unique, indeed once in a lifetime,
opportunity for young athletes throughout
Oceania to grow and develop their skills and
achieve an Olympic dream in our own backyard.
The AOC was delighted to assist the Federal
Government deliver a program to support more
than 86 athletes from 11 Pacific nations to train for
and attend the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics.
The challenges of preparing for and qualifying
for these Games were huge and this partnership
was our way of providing that helping hand for
athletes, coaches and support staff. As always,
sport has the power to bring us all together.
The AOC and Commonwealth Games
Australia is also looking to raise the priority
given to Australian sport in the public policy
landscape, given the enormous contribution
sport can make in developing Australia’s
wellbeing and economic growth.
We have provided a submission to our Federal
Government that sets a new path forward
for sport and Government which also takes
advantage of the “green and gold” runway of
international sporting events that pave the way to
the opening of the Brisbane Games in July 2032.
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Cycling Championships and Women’s Football
World Cup. Events in the bid pipeline include
Rugby World Cup and Commonwealth Games.
The response from government has been positive
and we are looking forward to progressing this
opportunity to take full advantage of the unique
opportunity hosting the Games in Brisbane
presents not just Queensland but all Australia, and
as I have indicated, beyond our shores into the
Pacific region.
Working cooperatively with governments has
been a vital undertaking for the AOC and will
continue to be a priority for us. Taking Olympians
into schools through the Olympics Unleashed and
the Olympic Changemaker programs have been
incredibly successful.
While the pandemic in 2020 and 2021 has
restricted the opportunities for face to face
interaction between Olympians and students, the
appetite in the education sector for the messages
Olympians impart remains powerful. Goal-setting,
overcoming obstacles and pursuing a passion are
the cornerstones of achievement in sport and life.
Having established the Federal Parliamentary
Friends of the Olympic Movement in 2019, the
Queensland Parliament has also established a
similar group and I expect others will follow in the
next 12 months. These groups are not aligned with
any party, but allow politicians to come together
with a common love of Olympic sport to celebrate
our shared values.

As we know, the Games could not have come
at a better time for Australians dealing with
COVID lockdowns in many places. Australia’s
Olympic campaign shattered viewing records
for broadcaster Channel Seven on both its main
channel and 7plus.
Up until the final session on Friday 6 August,
Australians had watched more than 4.7 billion
minutes on 7plus, making it the biggest digital
event in Australian history.

20.20 MILLION

AUSTRALIANS WATCHED SEVENS LIVE
COVERAGE OF TOKYO 2020
A total of 20.20 million Australians watched
Seven’s live coverage of Tokyo 2020 from
Opening Ceremony to Closing Ceremony – with
41% also watching on 7plus. An amazing result.
Finally, can I pay tribute to our President John
Coates, who so skilfully ensured that the Tokyo
Olympic Games were able to proceed so
successfully through his role as Chair of the IOC’s
Coordination Commission - and of course his
pivotal role in getting
the Brisbane 2032
candidature across
the line at the IOC
Session in Tokyo.

Certainly, these relationships have assisted
the AOC overcome the enormous challenges
following the postponement of the Games in
2020 and ultimately getting our Team safely to
Tokyo, competing to their best ability and then
safely home in COVID world.

Events that will deliver direct economic return
to the country through tourism, infrastructure,
technology, education and health. Creating jobs
and importantly helping businesses, particularly
tourism and hospitality, recover from the crushing
effect of the pandemic.

The AOC established Project Wagasa (Japanese
for umbrella) specifically to address those
challenges from qualifying events, getting athletes
and support staff vaccinated, overcoming complex
travel arrangements, keeping athletes safe at
the Games and ultimately home and into hotel
quarantine.

Already over 30 international events are
scheduled for the decade, including the
Women’s Basketball World Cup, World Road

We can only hope that Paris 2024 will not require
such an additional workload, but of course it was
worth it on behalf of all our athletes.

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE MESSAGE I MATT CARROLL

DIRECTORS
FINANCIAL REVIEW
RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION
WOMEN & GIRLS
GOVERNANCE, RISK & INTEGRITY
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GOVERNANCE

DIRECTORS

JOHN CAREY
CHAIR

John Carey is a partner at Wilson/Ryan/
Grose Lawyers. He has been practicing
as a solicitor for over 25 years and
predominantly advises in relation to risk
and risk management on construction
and infrastructure projects.
He has a particular interest in project
delivery and probity and governance.
He is a sessional member of the
Queensland Civil and Administrative
Tribunal and a registered adjudicator
under the Building Industry Fairness
(Security of Payment) Act.

DAMIAN ARMOUR
DEPUTY CHAIR

Damian forged a significant executive
career holding various roles at Epworth
Health Care including CEO of Epworth
Geelong. He is currently a Partner,
Management Consulting at KPMG
a position he has held since March
2020. He has significant
experience in governance,
finance, strategy and people,
culture and change management.
Damian holds a Bachelor of
Commerce, Master of Business
Administration and is a Fellow,
Australian Institute of Company
Directors. He is the current Chair,
Basketball Australia, Finance Audit Risk
Sub Committee, a position held since
July 2019.

ANNA CICOGNANI

ALISON CAMERON

Anna is currently the CEO of Orbx, a leading provider of
flight simulation scenery add-ons. She has served as CEO
and other C-level roles in public and private Companies,
such as GeoOp, APN, PMP, Telstra and Fairfax while also
being involved in digital media and technology projects
of all sizes as an operator and an investor.

Alison has extensive experience in governance, risk and
compliance both in the public and the private sectors
in Australia and internationally. She has extensive
experience as a business coach and mentor with
expertise across Government relations, strategy and
stakeholder engagement.

She has accumulated valuable experience in using
technology to operate efficiently and grow sales and
customer engagement. Her passion for all things digital
and innovation have driven successful outcomes in the
businesses she has operated in.

Alison is an operations and transformation executive
who excels at continuous improvement and change
management strategies.

Anna was awarded a PhD from the University of Sydney,
is an Honorary Professor at the University of Wollongong
in the Faculty of Engineering and Information Sciences
and a Director on the Board of Basketball Australia.

Alison is the Head of Governance, Risk and Compliance
for Youi Insurance and was previously at Zurich Financial
Service, NSW Government and Suncorp.
Alison holds a Master of Business Administration.
Alison was elected to the Basketball Australia Board in
May 2021.

ANDREW MAJOR

GREG SAM

Andrew is an experienced financial services professional
with broad expertise across a range of disciplines
including law, risk & compliance, investment banking,
principal investment and superannuation. Andrew is the
Chief Risk and Compliance Officer for HESTA, and the
Chair, Australian Investment Council (AIC).

Greg has considerable international and national senior
executive level experience in public, private and nongovernment organisations. He has extensive skills and
expertise in the application of corporate governance
by virtue of his qualifications and involvements either
as the Chair or as a member of various organisations’
Governance, Finance and Audit & Risk Committees.

Damian has held numerous sporting
administration positions as a
Commissioner, Director and Chair.

Andrew holds a Master of Applied Finance, Bachelor of
Laws and Bachelor of Economics and is a member of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors, he is a former
manager of the Sydney Flames and has been a member
of various basketball associations as a player, coach and
board member.

Damian was elected to the Basketball
Australia Board in May 2021.

Andrew was elected to the Basketball Australia Board in
May 2021.

He is the current Chief Executive Officer of the Royal
Doctor Service of Australia- South Eastern section, a
position he has held since 2013.
He holds a Bachelor of Applied Science, Bachelor of
Business Administration, Master of Public Health and
has completed the Company Secretary’s Course at the
Australian Institute of Company Directors.
He is a current Board Director for Western NSW Primary
Health Network and Carers Australia-NSW.

GOVERNANCE
I DIRECTORS
Greg was elected
to the Basketball Australia
Board in
May 2021.
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GOVERNANCE I DIRECTORS

Review

FINANCIAL

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Basketball Australia (BA) is the controlling entity in a joint venture
with BA Pathways and 100% owned subsidiary FWBWC2022.
As such BA prepares group accounts to consolidate in line with
Australian Accounting Standards.
During the year Basketball activities re-activated after the COVID
restrictions of 2020 and generated $17.6m in revenue and $17.5m
expenditure. 55% of which was AIS funded High Performance
activity.
PKF have completed their third audit for the Basketball Australia
(BA) Group for the calendar year ending 31 December 2021
including assessment of future cashflow projections for the
next 12 months.
Satisfied with the result, PKF have returned an unqualified opinion
on the financials for the year ending 31 December 2021 with zero
unadjusted audit differences.
We are pleased to report a surplus for the group of $119,720 (year
ending 31 December 2020: $70,043)				
							
		

REVENUE SPLIT BY
BUSINESS UNIT
1%
3%

FY 2021 AT A GLANCE
REVENUE

2021

2020

INC/(DEC)

$000

% OF TOTAL

$000

% OF TOTAL

10,120

58%

5,188

27%

95%

596

3%

1,305

7%

-54%

CORPORATE OPERATIONS

2,549

14%

4,077

21%

-37%

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

3,765

21%

4,674

24%

-19%

108

1%

54

0%

100%

455

3%

4,193

22%

-89%

17,593

100%

19,491

100%

-10%

HIGH PERFORMANCE
COMMERCIAL

BA PATHWAY SERVICES
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP FUNDING

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENDITURE

2021

%

INC/(DEC)

2020

%

$000

% OF TOTAL

$000

% OF TOTAL

9,696

55%

5,138

26%

89%

1,184

7%

1,647

8%

-28%

CORPORATE OPERATIONS

2,467

14%

2,417

12%

2%

BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

3,450

20%

5,843

30%

-41%

BA PATHWAYS EXPENDITURE

215

1%

176

1%

22%

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP EXPENDITURE

456

3%

4,193

22%

-89%

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

17,468

100%

19,415

100%

-10%

OPERATING SURPLUS

125

0.7%

76

0.4%

5

0%

6

0%

120

0.7%

70

0.4%

HIGH PERFORMANCE
COMMERCIAL

21%
HIGH PERFORMANCE (GRANTS)

14%

3%

COMMERCIAL

58%

CORPORATE
BASKETBALL OPERATIONS
WOMEN’S WORLD CUP FUNDING

FINANCE COSTS
- AASB 16 INTEREST
SURPLUS FOR
THE PERIOD

BA PATHWAYS SERVICES
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GOVERNANCE I FINANCIAL REVIEW

FINANCIAL REVIEW
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS

LIQUIDITY
31 DEC 21

31 DEC 20

MOVEMENT

$000

$000

$000

CURRENT ASSETS
CASH

12,333

6,862

5,471

2,687

2,516

171

TRADE & OTHER RECEIVABLES
PREPAYMENTS

243

76

167

INVENTORIES

357

678

(321)

15,620

10,132

5,488

38

57

(19)

289

281

8

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT
INTANGIBLE ASSETS

216

86

130

543

424

119

16,163

10,556

5,607

1,831

1,286

545

549

453

96

11,387

6,685

4,702

76

61

15

13,843

8,485

5,358

RIGHT-OF-USE ASSETS

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS

31 DEC 21

31 DEC 20

MOVEMENT

1.13

1.19

DEBTOR DAYS

37

15

21

CREDITOR DAYS

33

18

15

SUSTAINABLE COVERAGE (WEEKS)

37

20

16

CURRENT RATIO

(0.07)

ASC METRICS
ASC BENCHMARK

31 DEC 21

31 DEC 20

MOVEMENT

TOTAL LIABILITIES /
TOTAL ASSETS

< 70%

87%

81%

6%

NET ASSETS /
TOTAL REVENUE

> 20%

12%

11%

1%

QUICK RATIO

>100%

110%

111%

-1%

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
TRADE & OTHER PAYABLES
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT LIABILITIES
DEFERRED INCOME
LEASES

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS LIABILITIES
LEASES

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES

54

51

3

153

27

126

207

78

129

14,050

8,563

5,487

EQUITY
AMALGAMATION RESERVES
ACCUMULATED FUNDS
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90

0

1,925

145

(47)

(22)

(25)

2,113

1,993

120

NON-CONTROLLING INTEREST

TOTAL EQUITY

90
2,070
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GOVERNANCE I FINANCIAL REVIEW

DIVERSITY

n
o
i
s
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l
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n
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d
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DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
ACTIONS
Active engagement with Victorian Government,
African Australian Sporting Association, Les
Twentyman Foundation and IBA to work
through strategic opportunities to attract
people to the sport from different communities
giving them the resources and confidence
to actively participate in the sport. Further
consultation is required but this is sure to be a
rewarding initiative for BA.

D&I OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

The Diversity and Inclusion Oversight Committee is tasked with overseeing the
implementation of the actions and tasks set out in the Diversity and Inclusion
Framework, the Women and Girls Strategy and the Reconciliation Action Plan.
The committee meets monthly to discuss the progress each department has
made and to update on barriers and challenges. They are asked to champion
Diversity and Inclusion and keep it front of mind in their respective departments
as we move to ensure our culture is representative of our core values and who
we want to be as an organisation.

Working to embed inclusive principles across
organisation policy/documents/job descriptions
Peter Lonergan and high performance
conducting coaching webinars and mentoring
for Oceania coaches

This is an ongoing process with a lot of the actions being things that need to
become habitual operationally, meaning we need to continue to reinforce the
actions across the organisation to ensure they become second nature and a part
of all our systems & processes.

Governance Framework implemented
Capturing data on disability through national
registration forms since 2019

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
MEGAN CURTIN

CHRISTY COLLIER-HILL

LAUREN JACKSON

PRIYANKA KARUNAKARAN

MARK QUINN

SHANE MCDONALD

People and Culture
Women and Girls

Basketball Department

WNBL

High Performance

•

MARIE CLARKE

CAITLYN PRITCHARD

STEPHANIE GREGORY

Digital/Marketing
Digital/Marketing

Finance

Integrity

High Performance

MEETINGS
GOVERNANCE

18

HEIDI SMITH

IMPLEMENTATION
FRAMEWORK
AND REPORTING
MECHANISMS SET
UP
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D&I OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE
MEETING MONTHLY
AND REPORTING
BACK TO EXECUTIVES

MONTHLY RAP
MEETINGS IN
PLACE

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
REPORTING BACK
TO EXEC LEADERS IN
EACH DEPARTMENT

STANDING ITEM IN
EXEC MEETINGS
(P&C)

REPORTING
TO BA BOARD

GOVERNANCE I DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

RECONCILIATION

RAP ACTIONS

n
a
l
P
n
o
i
t
Ac

RAP Committee meeting monthly
Actions Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome to
Country Protocols been sent out to each department for
implementation

In 2021, Basketball Australia began to work
on the actions outlined in the Reconciliation
Action Plan (RAP). Through the RAP, BA
hopes to improve the broader opportunities
for Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander
people within our game and in the
communities in which basketball operates.

Acknowledgement of Country before WNBL games
Acknowledgement of Country added to the Basketball
Australia & WNBL websites
WNBL Indigenous Round Working Group, specially
designed uniforms, Welcome to Country at the beginning
of the round
National Team Uniforms for major events with Indigenous
& Torres Strait Islander artwork
Investigating timing for Cultural Training across the
organisation and through ETrainU platform
Language review in Job descriptions/PDs to remove
cultural barriers

RAP WORKING GROUP
CILLA PREECE*
Co-Chair

PAUL VANDENBERGH
Co-Chair

MATT SCRIVEN
BA CEO

MEGAN CURTIN

BA Head of People & Culture

JO JULER

BA Executive General
Manager Marketing,
Communications & Digital

DARREN SMITH
BA Pathways CEO

PETER LONERGAN

BA Director of High
Performance Coaching &
Talent Identification

Coaching program currently being implemented for up
and coming Indigenous Coaches who will
get the opportunity to come along and
coach Australian Junior teams alongside
the teams coaching staff and be
around and learn from the CoE & NBA
Academy teams and training sessions
Since 2019 we have been capturing
inclusion data such as ‘are you
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander descent? Were you
or any of any your parents
born overseas?’

LAUREN JACKSON

BA Head of Women in
Basketball

*It is with great sadness that we announce the passing away of our
respected Co-Chair. We are so appreciative of her incredible work
and dedication to Basketball Australia.
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GOVERNANCE I RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN

WOMEN

and Girls

Actions out of the Women and Girls
strategy are being implemented internally,
while we are being guided by research
around the external implementation of
programs that will ensure the experience
of women in our sport is positive and
supported at all levels.

Development of the Women in Basketball
Platform focusing on female coaches,
administrators, officials and the broader
female basketball community. We are
looking at different programs to run
through the platform including mentoring
and shadowing, scholarships, encouraging
feedback around experiences and
education opportunities for all different
cohorts across the platform. The platform
will connect women with the resources
they need to engage in the sport and
give them a safe space to communicate
and engage with all women in our sport.
We will be working with key stakeholders
to build out leadership opportunities for
Indigenous women and CALD women.
There will be BA developed content such
as insights from various women from
different levels of the sport. This is about
connection and community.

Inaugural Huddle Up zoom event, and the
first of the series (which will be run across
the platform) on IWD, hosted by Megan
Hustwaite with Lauren Jackson, Jacqui
Dover, Sandy Brondello, Lorraine Landon
and Sami Whitcomb. With over 350
participants registered it was a great way to
celebrate the fantastic women in our sport.
Sam Marshal from Latrobe presented on
barriers for women in the sport.
PhD Study undertaken by Latrobe to
identify barriers for women across the
sport. First Paper submitted to BA for
review. Latrobe has been engaging with
women across our sport to identify the
main barriers women face in basketball
from community/grass roots to elite,
coaches, officials, admin and athletes.
This data will inform future projects and
programs that BA run specifically for
women and girls in the sport.
Added new field “gender and identity” to
capture additional information on National
registration forms used by clubs and
associations throughout Australia on the
GameDay registration platform

NBA Global Academy looking to expand further
into the women’s program at the CoE.
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GOVERNANCE I WOMEN & GIRLS

GOVERNANCE,
RISK &

Integrity

New Department created as part of organisation restructure

Governance Review commenced to provide
recommendations to align BA to the highest level of
maturity against the Sport Australia Sports Governance
Standards and to create a strong, stable and highly
functioning Board. Governance Review Committee
established with Emmett Dunne as Independent Chair
with BA, States and Territories and Sport Australia
representatives. Review to be finalised by 2022 AGM.

New Integrity Committee established – Darren Kane (Chair),
Amy Thorpe and Simon Clarke appointed as independent
members of the Committee.

Guidelines for the Inclusion of Transgender and Gender
Diverse Persons in Community Basketball approved by
Board in December.
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GOVERNANCE I GOVERNANCE, RISK & INTERGRITY DEPARTMENT

LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS
HIGH PERFORMANCE
MARKETING

22

•

BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT

DEPARTMENTAL
REPORTS

WNBL

The 42nd season of the WNBL
commenced on 4 December 2021
with a full regular season of 84
games plus Finals fixtured and
planned to go ahead.
The opening game was played in
Melbourne between the Southside
Flyers and the Bendigo Spirit, the
Flyers taking the game 94-83.
The following day the Sydney Uni
Flames hosted the UC Capitals,
going down 55-58.
Round 2 saw the Melbourne
Boomers, Adelaide Lightning and
Townsville Fire open their seasons,
with mixed results across the round.
Border closures in Western Australia
meant the Perth Lynx would not
commence their season until
January 2022.
A total of five (5) rounds and 14
games were played in December
2021, the remainder of the season
played from January to April 2022.

42ND

SEASON OF
THE WNBL
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84

FULL REGULAR SEASON
GAMES PLUS FINALS

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS I WNBL

AUSSIE HOOPS
The Aussie Hoops program serves as an
introduction to a lifetime of involvement in
basketball, and aims to be a platform for
social development and inclusion, in a fun
and safe environment.
Aussie Hoops had record participation numbers
in 2021, with 32,813 participants nationwide.
This represents a 13.6% increase over 2019’s
participation, notwithstanding that 2021 continued
to see disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
particularly in VIC, NSW and ACT. 197 Aussie Hoops
Centres delivered programs throughout 2021.
A review facilitated by Sport Australia and
supported by all States/Territories commenced in
2021 and will conclude early in 2022.

2021 TOTAL AUSSIE HOOPS PARTICIPATION
ACT

NSW

NT

QLD

SA

TAS

VIC

WA

TOTAL

522

4,492

410

1,275

2,286

353

8,386

5,403

23,127

66.50%

71.60%

72.70%

70.91%

72.94%

53.73%

68.94%

72.65%

70.48%

263

1,782

154

523

848

304

3,778

2,034

9,686

33.50%

28.40%

27.30%

29.09%

27.06%

46.27%

31.06%

27.35%

29.52%

Total

785

6,274

564

1,798

3,134

657

12,164

7,437

32,813

New

425

3,583

352

1,225

1,850

442

7,848

5,263

20,988

54.14%

57.11%

62.41%

68.13%

59.03%

67.28%

64.52%

70.77%

63.96%

360

2,691

212

573

1,284

215

4,316

2,174

11,825

45.86%

42.89%

37.59%

31.87%

40.97%

32.72%

35.48%

29.23%

36.04%

785

6,274

564

1,798

3,134

657

12,164

7,437

32,813

Male

32, 813

PARTICIPANTS
NATIONWIDE

13.6%

INCREASE OVER
2019 PARTICIPATION

197

AUSSIE HOOPS
CENTRES
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Female

Returning

Total

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS I AUSSIE HOOPS

AUSTRALIAN
JUNIOR

s
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s
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a
Ch

The Australian Junior Championships (AJCs)
program provides a competitive pathway
for young basketballers to play in an elite
tournament representing their club, school or
state in a national competition. It is a proven
talent pathway that many of Australia’s most
successful players have journeyed through. The
AJCs comprise all States and Territories and
include competitions for Under 14s up to Under
20s, with hosting rights rotated throughout the
country every year.
In addition to the age categories,
championships are also run for athletes
with an intellectual disability (Ivor Burge
Championships) and junior wheelchair
basketball (Kevin Coombs Cup).
The 2021 calendar of events was interrupted
due to the global pandemic, with the Kevin
Coombs Cup, Ivor Burge Women, Under-14
Club Championships, Australian Schools
Championships all cancelled, and the Under-16
event moved last minute to Darwin from
Perth in September with reduced states and
territories attending the event.
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The Under-18 Championships were held in
Wyndham, Victoria and was the first AJC to
run under Covid regulations and restrictions
on ticketing. Western Australia Metro took
out the boys championship whilst South
Australia Metro held off Victoria Metro in the
girls championship. Although challenging
the overall delivery of the event was pleasing
for states and territories to get back on
court. Two weeks after this event we held
the Under-20 & Ivor Burge championships
in Mackay, Queensland. We are thankful to
Tourism and Events Queensland along with
Mackay Regional council who provided
funding for this event and next year’s 2022
event. Queensland won the Under-20 Men
championship, NSW Blue won the Under-20
Women championship and South Australia
Red won the Ivor Burge Men championship.
After many changes, restrictions, and
lockdowns throughout many states it was
decided that the Under-16 championships
would be moved from Warwick, WA to
Darwin, NT in September. Due to lockdowns
NSW, ACT and Victorian teams were
unable to attend. With all other states
in attendance and a very competitive
championships Queensland South took out
both the Under-16 Boys and Under-16 Girls
championships.

Basketball Australia would like to thank
all its partners, states and territories
and government bodies who assisted
with a year that was a huge disruption
to all and we look forward to getting
all events back running in 2022

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS I AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

3X3
The Australian Women’s 3x3 team
finished 6th at the Tokyo Olympic
Qualifying Tournament (OQT) that
was held in Graz, Austria, losing by a
close margin to Japan who finished
top 3 to qualify for the inaugural 3x3
Olympic Games.
Post the Olympics, the Men and
Women’s 3x3 squads shifted
their focus to the 2022
Commonwealth Games to
be held from 28 July to 2
August in Birmingham,
UK., David Biwer was reappointed as the Men’s
coach, with Damon
Lowery being appointed
as the Women’s Coach.

KEY PERFORMANCE
HIGHLIGHTS
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NATIONAL 3X3 CAMP
AT AIS
CANBERRA
MARCH 2021
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NATIONAL 3X3 CAMP
AT HOOP CITY
MELBOURNE
MAY 2021

OLYMPIC QUALIFYING
TOURNAMENT
IN GRAZ, AUSTRIA
MAY 2021

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I 3X3

OFFICIALS
INTERNATIONAL REFEREE
5X5

Panels
3X3

WHEELCHAIR

SCOTT BEKER

NSW

RIANNAN DE LA TORRE NSW

BLAINE KRAPLJANOV

WA

JAMES BOYER

NSW

VANESSA DEVLIN

SA

HELEN ROSENBERG

NSW

HAYLEE COLE

NSW*

TROY EARLE

VIC

CRAIG COPES

WA

VICDAMIAN LYONS

VIC

MADI CROWLEY-LONG QLD
JACQUI DOVER

QLD*

TAYLA FLINT

VIC*

JAMES GRIGUOL

SA

CALIA HANKS

QLD*

VAUGHAN MAYBERRY

QLD

CHRIS REID

VIC

GUY RICHARDS

NSW

JACK TAYLOR

ACT

RUBEN WOOLCOCK

TAS/VIC*

* 1st year as international official

INTERNATIONAL OFFICIALS MILESTONES
SCOTT BEKER
NSW
Olympics – 5v5

JAMES BOYER
NSW
Olympics – 5v5

VANESSA DEVLIN

BLAINE KRAPLJANOV

WA
Paralympics
(selected but did not attend)

HELEN ROSENBERG
NSW
Paralympics

SA
Olympics – 3x3
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MATTHEW WELLS
NSW
Paralympics

DON PERRIMAN
VIC
Paralympics

INTERNATIONAL
RETIREMENTS
2021 saw the retirement from
international officiating of the
following referees:
MICHAEL AYLEN
SARAH CAREY
JON CHAPMAN
NICO FERNANDES

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I OFFICIALS

OPALS
Camps leading into the Tokyo Olympic
Games were limited due to Covid
impacting movement of athletes and staff.
Between February to July the Opals
could only secure two international
games, which saw them exit the Olympic
Games in the quarterfinal against USA.
Rebounding strongly the Opals regained
a podium outcome with a bronze medal
at the Asia Cup which saw nine debutants
as the Opals strategically strive for World
Cup success.

BRONZE MEDAL
ASIA CUP
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ASIA CUP

9 DEBUTANTS
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I OPALS

BOOMERS

BRONZE MEDAL TOKYO OLYMPICS
In February 2021, the depth of our national men’s
program was put to the test when a youthful Boomers
team took on a more experienced New Zealand in
a qualification game in Cairns. A solid win spoke
volume of our system, highlighting both our athlete
and coaching depth. HC Brian Goorjian assembled
one of the strongest Olympic teams ever, which saw
29
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the Boomers etching their names in the Australian
basketball history books. Achieving a Bronze Medal
with their first Podium outcome at either a Worlds or
an Olympics, with seven first time Olympians, truly
had our nation stand still as their journey unfolded in
the most unique Olympic Games ever.

OLYMPICS 7 FIRST TIME OLYMPIANS

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I BOOMERS

ROLLERS & GLIDERS
ROLLERS

Men’s Team

The Rollers men were provided with more
challenges than most sporting teams in their
preparations and tournament at the Paralympics in
Tokyo. The men battled hard throughout the games
and were proving to be a tough match-up for most
opponents, and while having to deal with a Covid
close contact from game 1, they were showing
some good signs that their fitness, commitment
and health were in better shape than 2016.
Covid continued the challenges, postpone camps,
force players from attending events and limited
the preparation time the Rollers men had together,
while also the added challenge of returning some
athletes from overseas professional opportunities.
Coach Craig Friday was determined to not let
it all get in the way and disrupt the program
preparations and performances, however with little
to no opportunity for International games along
the way, it became obvious our Rollers men group
were short of a few quality hit-outs to prepare.
The men advanced through the rounds and ended
up finishing third in Paralympics pool play, then a
quarter final came up against a red hot host nation
in Japan for a 61-55 loss then were left with a 5th &
6th playoff game v Turkey and the Rollers ran out
comfortable winners 74-58.

TOM O’NEILL-THORNE & JANNIK BLAIR

DUAL 2020 PARALYMPIC GAMES “SANDY BLYTHE MEDAL” RECIPIENTS
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GLIDERS

Women’s Team

The Gliders women’s 2021 calendar year was all
targeting and preparing for the Tokyo Paralympic
Games in August and we finally managed to get
our ladies team to the benchmark event in Japan
to compete and return to the Paralympics for the
first time in 9 years.
The team was very young and lacked in some
depth and experience at the International level,
and the Gliders in Tokyo was probably the
first team to suit up 6 low point athletes for a
Paralympic Games. The group unfortunately
lost a few players and coaches in the lead-up to
the event, with a couple of mid-point athletes
withdrawing due to the mandatory vaccination
and they also lost two key assistant coaches in
the last 3 months of preparations.
Coach Craig Friday, Craig Campbell and
AIS assistant women coach Sarah Graham
stepped up for the program, to help assist the
ladies prepare and perform in the world’s best
tournament. Amber Merritt was a standout on
the court and carried much of the scoring load
for the young group, while experienced veterans
Georgia Munro-Cook, Hannah Dodd, Ella Sabljak
and Sarah Vinci toiled hard in the challenging
circumstances in supporting roles.
The team finished 9th at the Tokyo Paralympics
defeating Algeria 71 – 32 to take out a
comfortable win in the final play-off game.

AMBER MERRITT

2020 PARALYMPIC GAMES
“SUE HOBBS MEDAL” RECIPIENT

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I GLIDERS & ROLLERS

SPINNERS & DEVILS

SPINNERS U23

Junior Men

The IWBF was forced to postpone the U23 Men World Championships
from 2021 due to the Paralympics being rescheduled and the Covid
challenges throughout Japan and the World.
This was an unfortunate set-back for our junior men’s squad of athletes
for their 2021 campaign with the tournament rescheduled to Phuket,
Thailand for September 2022.
Coach Brad Ness and Team Manager Tom Kyle are continuing to
drive and motivate the young Spinners group, while trying to build a
competitive unit to take on the World in 2022.

DEVILS U25

Women

Janna Mizens from Sydney and the New South Wales Institute of Sport
program head coach was appointed as the junior women head coach
for 2021 and to lead the group to the 2023 IWBF World Championships
campaign.
Covid slowed down the U25 Devils program like all of our teams and
they were restricted to just the one camp in 2022 for the young squad of
mostly new athletes.
Maryanne Latu, Isabel Martin, Sarah King and Victoria Simpson are the
four athletes that were part of the silver medal campaign in 2019 that will
continue on to lead this young group of ladies for the 2023 plan to return
to the podium.
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I SPINNERS & DEVILS

3X3 PARA

Wheelchair

Coach Craig Friday and Assistant Coach
Nick Such were unable to get the whole
squad of men and women together
throughout 2021 but we did manage
to include all of our 3x3 athletes into
our Gliders and Rollers camps over
the course of the year. There was no
replacement tournament scheduled by
the IWBF for the 2020 planned World
Championships, and we are still waiting
on further direction for this group.

They will contest the Commonwealth
Games in 2021 in Birmingham, United
Kingdom in July and August for the first
time for 3x3 wheelchair basketball.
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS I 3X3 PARA WHEELCHAIR PROGRAM

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE (COE)

AWARDS / OTHER
AUSTRALIAN EMUS – SELECTION
Dyson Daniels, Taran Armstrong, Tamuri Wigness,
Biwali Bayles, Reyne Smith, Jaylin Galloway,
Blake Jones, Bol Dengdit, David Okwera, Yaak Yaak
AUSTRALIAN BOOMERS
Jaylin Galloway, David Okwera, Bol Dengdit,
Alex Mudronja, Kyle Zunic debut in Japan
AUSTRALIAN BOOMERS - DEBUT FEB 2021
V NZ ASIA QUALIFIER IN CAIRNS
Taran Armstrong , Reyne Smith, Hunter Clarke,
Dyson Daniels, David Okwera, Hunter Goodrick,
Matt Kenyon, Tyrese Proctor, Patty Ryan,
Jack McWilliams, Harry Wessels, Alex Toohey
JOSH GIDDEY
NBL ROOKIE OF THE YEAR I NO. 6 NBA DRAFT PICK

SAM FROLING
NBL MOST IMPROVED PLAYER

DYSON DANIELS
RISING STAR NBA ALL STAR WEEKEND

BIWALI BAYLES

NBL DEBUT WITH SYDNEY KINGS

JOSH BANNON
ACADEMIC ALL AMERICAN I 2ND TEAM ALL BIG SKY

COE MEN GRADUATED 2021
DYSON DANIELS

G League Ignite
(projected NBA Lottery pick 2022)

JAYLIN GALLOWAY
Sydney Kings

DAVID OKWERA
Melbourne United

FISTON IPPASOU

Adelaide 36ers
(Maintaining NCAA eligibility)

LACHLAN OLBRICH

Adelaide 36ers
(Committed to UC Riverside)

MAX MACKINNON

Brisbane Bullets
(maintaining NCAA eligibility)

REYNE SMITH

College of Charleston
(CAA All Freshman Team)

JOSH DUACH
Iona College

PATTY RYAN
Menlo College

AIME RUTAYSIRE
(TBD)

TARAN ARMSTRONG
WAC FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR

ALY KHALIFA
CONFERENCE USA FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR

JONATHAN TCHAMWA
BIG 12 DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR

COE MEN

2021 WARATAH CHAMPIONS

WITH A 10 - 0 RECORD
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

COACHING
BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA COACH DEVELOPMENT
2021 COACHES COURSES AND CLINICS
SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY AND PARTICIPANTS
Courses – (combination of face to face and on-line delivery methods)

State/Territory webinars

Community Coach courses

81 courses

1310 participants

Coach development (general)

23 webinars

299 participants

Club Coach courses

94 courses

421 participants

State/Territory programs

16 webinars

208 participants

Association Coach courses

9 courses

261 participants

Total

39 webinars

507 participants

Total

184 courses

2992 participants
Total formal coach development activities 2021

Clinics with BA HP and COE staff – (face to face)

2992 participants

8 clinics

148 participants

Clinics with BA HP/COE staff

15 clinics

572 participants

HP staff

9 clinics

424 participants

State/Territory run clinics

17 clinic

556 participants

Total

15 clinics

572 participants

On-line webinars BA

24 webinars

441 participants

State/Territory webinars

39 webinars

507 participants

Total

279 activities

5068 coaches impacted

NBL/WNBL coaches

6 clinics

269 participants

Other State/Territory clinics

11 clinics

287 participants

Total

17 clinics

556 participants

On-line webinars by Basketball Australia

•

184 courses

COE coaches

State/Territory run clinics – (face to face)
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Courses

YouTube views of clinics on BA Coaches site
Clinics (BA & state/territory shares)

14 clinics

15326 views

Drill series from COE programs

6 clinics

4251 views

Total

20 clinics

19577 views

Elite Female Coach Program

8 webinars

122 participants

Emerging Coach Program

9 webinars

207 participants

HP cohort PD webinars

7 webinars

112 participants

Articles and blogs

41 articles

Total

24 webinars

441 participants

Clinic notes

17 articles

Total

58 articles

BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT

Articles/blogs BA coaches site

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I COACHING

PATHWAYS
Basketball Australia’s college recruitment
and advisory service, which provides
advice to junior Australian basketball

Some of our other athletes that had the experience of
playing in this year’s March Madness included:
MEN

WOMEN

Hunter Marks

VIC

Grace Ellis

QLD

Kyle Zunic

NSW

Lilly Scanlon

VIC

Mawot Mag

VIC

Callie Bourne

ACT

Kody Stattman

QLD

Chloe Hodges

SA

collegiate system, particularly regarding

Anyang Garang

SA

Eliza Hollingsworth VIC

international travel and lack of exposure

Jack Perry

VIC

Chloe Bibby

VIC

opportunities with reduced competitions

Tyler Robinson

VIC

Jaz Shelley

VIC

and cancellations due to Covid. However,

Sean Bairstow

QLD

Chloe Bloom

NSW

Georgia Amoore

VIC

Chantel Horvat

VIC

Ella Tofaeono

NSW

Tiana Mangakahia

QLD

athletes and families on how to navigate
the college recruitment process. 2021
Continued to provide some challenges for
Australian athletes competing in the US

it was an exceptional year for some of our
most talented athletes that are applying
their skills within US colleges. This was led
by COE graduate Agnes Emma-Nnopu
who completed her freshman season
with Stanford University. Agnes’ first year
with the Cardinal would prove to be a

There were still close to 400 Australian athletes
competing at US colleges this year.

memorable one, as they were crowned
National Champions at the completion of
the 2020/2021 season.

AUSTRALIANS
ABROAD
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20 ATHLETES

COMPETING IN NCAA
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
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400 ATHLETES

COMPETING IN THE
US COLLEGE SYSTEM

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I HIGH PERFORMANCE I PATHWAYS

AGNES EMMA-NNOPU

Basketball Australia Pathways (BAP) is

TOKYO OLYMPICS
WNBL - SHE GOT GAME
WNBL - THEMED ROUNDS
THE AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
DIGITAL SNAPSHOT
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MARKETING

Olympics

TOKYO

In July of 2021, the highly anticipated
2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic
games were finally able to take place
after a long year of uncertainty and
adjustment. Our national teams once
again stepped onto the global stage
to compete against the world’s best.

The Boomers claimed the Bronze Medal, their first medal
win in 65 years. The Opals met with some tough opposition
and were disappointed not to medal this time around.
The marketing team recognised the importance of this
event as a whole – not only in relation to the prestige of an
Olympic and Paralympic games year, but given it would
be the first time our national teams would be representing
Australia since 2019 and the beginning of the pandemic.
Efforts were heavily focused on creating and serving
engaging fan content across all Basketball Australia (BA)
channels to ensure we kept the consumer entertained with
real time updates (including live access to scheduling,
results, team news and performance). An official Tokyo
Olympic & Paralympic website hub was created to cater
specifically for the games – profiling current and real time
updates in relation to the teams’ Olympic journey.

THESE EFFORTS RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING
SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE MARKETING TEAM:

893,729

TOTAL PAGE VIEWS ON
THE TOKYO OLYMPIC HUB
WEBSITE DURING THE
OLYMPIC PERIOD
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124.1%

BA TOTAL
SOCIAL CHANNEL
GROWTH

29,648,664

BA TOTAL
SOCIAL CHANNEL
IMPRESSIONS

MARKETING I TOKYO OLYMPICS
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WNBL

2021 presented an opportunity to leverage revitalised engagement in our
sport after yet another unprecedented year of COVID-19 lockdowns. On
conclusion of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games in July, the BA Marketing
team re-focused on the 2021-22 events calendar and the development of
several key consumer facing campaigns which included the WNBL “She Got
Game” Season launch.
Commencing in December 2021, “She Got Game” came to life via a
complete overhaul of the league’s marketing channels and consumer facing
touchpoints. This included:
WNBL Website reconfiguration and UX redesign
Social content planning & engagement tactics across all WNBL channels
Venue signage, broadcast & commercial branding
EDM design & Database management

In addition to the above, an ATL Media Spend was implemented to drive
awareness, game attendance and broadcast viewership through increased
traffic to the WNBL website.
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MARKETING I WNBL - SHE GOT GAME

WNBL
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The marketing team developed and promoted two new official
themed rounds for the league – WNBL’s first ever “Reach Out
Round” and the inaugural “Indigenous Round”.

INDIGENOUS ROUND
Working with Indigenous Artist, Tamara
May Murray (a proud member of the
Barkindji & Maraura tribe on her mother’s
side, the Yorta Yorta & Dhudaroah tribes
on her father’s side) a commissioned
piece of artwork was created to bring to
life the story of basketball and celebrate
the diversity and inclusion in our sport.
Titled “The only colours we know are the
colours of the game”, the artwork depicts
the essence of basketball and the unity of
the game that brings us all together.
The artwork was used to create
a unique visual identity for the
round with the design integration
coming to life in a new WNBL
Indigenous brand-mark. This
would go on to feature across all

REACH OUT ROUND
The league partnered with five of the key
leading mental health organisations across the
country – including Beyond Blue, Kids Helpline,
Lifeline, Headspace & ReachOut.
In conjunction with our partners, the marketing
team worked through a range of digitally led
and in-stadium tactics to create awareness of
the round, encourage healthy conversations
on mental health and highlight the numerous
support services available to those in need.
The aim of the round was to shine a light on
mental health and normalise the conversation
that it’s okay to not be okay. Once again a unique
visual identity was created to promote awareness
of the round which would again go on to appear
across all online and offline touchpoints.

creative & digital touchpoints,
merchandise, official uniforms and
club Indigenous jerseys.
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MARKETING I WNBL - THEMED ROUNDS

AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR
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The Australian Junior Championships (AJCs) have become an
esteemed pathway for emerging Basketball athletes within Australia.
The significance of these events in profiling our next generation of
rising stars prompted the marketing team to re-define the events
brand positioning via a new brand styleguide and campaign.

“Generation Next” tells the story of aspiring
athletes kick starting their careers at the
AJCs who have now gone on to play in the
NBL, NBA, WNBA & WNBL.
The new campaign comes to life in modern, aspirational, prestigious, and
youthful look and feel accented by a fresh brand identity. The aim is to highlight
young ‘up and comers’ emerging in the sport and to work alongside the objective
of growing the events reputation and appeal to basketball fans. A strong ticket
sales and broadcast call to action has been a key focus across all communications.
Complimenting the above, a new AJCs website was built and designed in
line with the new brand positioning and event objectives of awareness and
conversion. The campaign roll-out also featured across all BA digital channels
including social, display & email.
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MARKETING I AUSTRALIAN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

Snapshot

DIGITAL

2021 presented the opportune time to address and consider the functional build of the
Basketball Australia (BA) website. As a gateway of information to the entire basketball
community, the Marketing & Digital teams actively worked behind the scenes on the
following initiatives:
Reconfiguring the BA website to make it more user friendly
Ensuring the site was fully mobile optimised and responsive –
particularly given that 2/3 of our audience engage with BA web
pages via mobile
Auditing all event, program and team pages to ensure they were kept
up to date with refreshed imagery, bios and profiled information
Rebranding the BA website with a fresh new design & schematic to
appeal to both our male and female basketball audience.

UNIQUE USERS - 907,952 (+227.51% YOY)
PAGEVIEWS - 2,016,040 (+190.34% YOY)
UNIQUE PAGEVIEWS - 1,733,407 (+192.04% YOY)
AVERAGE TIME ON SITE - 1.39 (+12.48% YOY)
GENDER - MALE, 64.8% (66%), FEMALE 35.2% (34%)

A refreshed content strategy was implemented across all BA social channels – helping
to define channel purpose, content planning and creative.

13,874,695

+ 168.8% YOY

+11,389

+ 16.9% YOY

16,184,410
+ 72.8% YOY

REACH /
IMPRESSIONS
REACH
AND/OR
IMPRESSIONS

TOTAL
CHANNEL
GROWTH

1,644,492
+ 267% YOY

ENGAGEMENT

+ 905.9% YOY
TOTAL CHANNEL
GROWTH
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23,139,430

+ 684.5% YOY
REACH /
IMPRESSIONS

960,656

+ 1113.6% YOY
ENGAGEMENT

+ 1120% YOY
TOTAL CHANNEL
GROWTH

MARKETING I DIGITAL SNAPSHOT

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
NEW SOUTH WALES
NORTHERN TERRITORY
QUEENSLAND
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
TASMANIA
VICTORIA
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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STATE &
TERRITORY BODIES

Basketball

ACT

DEVELOPMENT

New strategic plan for 2021-2025 developed, setting a new
strategic direction for the organisation
Independent Governance review undertaken with all 14
recommendations fully implemented in 2021
Recognised by ACT Government for our handling of COVID
outbreaks and responses

FACILITIES AND FUNDING

PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP
Participant growth of c.22% in 2021
•
		
		

11,065 junior participants (across all competitions and
introductory programs); 3,146 senior participants (across all 		
competitions and programs)

•
		
		

Competition specific growth of 27% since 2020 including growth
is all junior age groups (male and female) and all levels of senior 		
social competitions (male and female)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Commenced proceedings for the enclosing of the
Basketball ACT 3x3 courts to address the lack of indoor
facilities in the territory

Formally transitioned the ACT Referees under Basketball ACT
management structures including the appointment of two permanent
staff members to manage their development and appointments

Continued with the ongoing transformation of Belconnen
Stadium, including significant court repairs, new scoreboards,
painting throughout, grandstands, signage, window decals

Entered into an MOU with Indigenous Basketball Australia to
provide additional support and opportunities for Indigenous
members of our community

HIGH PERFORMANCE & REPRESENTATIVE
ACT Under 18 men achieved Bronze medal at the Under 18
Australian Junior Championships

Expanded the representative ready Futures Program to
incorporate U12’s and U14’s
Substantial increase in 3x3 activities, including tournaments,
community hustles, community council events and come
and try sessions

Canberra Nationals Academy crowned joint winners of the
BNSW Waratah Youth Women’s League in their inaugural
season. National Academy Head Coach (Christine Higgisson)
awarded Youth League Coach of the Year
ACT Players Bowyn Beatty and Alex Toohey selected to the
NBA Global Academy

ALLAN YATES I PRESIDENT

ACT Coaches Natalie Hurst and Jenny Lonergan selected for
Basketball Australia’s Elite Female Coach Advancement Program

DAVID SIMPSON I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ACT Referee Jack Taylor achieved his FIBA Black licence
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Basketball

PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP

NSW

Developing a Reconciliation Action Plan to provide practical actions
that will develop respectful relationships and create meaningful
opportunities in Basketball for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples across the state.

DEVELOPMENT
A year of “recovery” for the organisation and members in 2021 as a
result of COVID19, before launching a new strategic plan for 2022-2025
which will allow the organisation and members to get back to a level
of normality in terms of programs, competitions, member numbers
and governance.
Launch BNSW’s new Strategic Plan with our associations throughout the
first half of 2022. The plan is based on consumer insights and association
and member feedback.

NSW SPORTING
ORGANISATION OF THE YEAR
WINNER

Launched Women & Girls and Indigenous and Cultural Linguistically
Diverse Programs, in line with the Legacy outcomes of the FIBA Women’s
Basketball World Cup 2022.

CEO OF THE
YEAR
FINALIST

Partnership with Indigenous Basketball Australia to provide Indigenous
pathway programs, camps and tournaments.
Partnership with University of Sydney SPRINTER commencing a biannual research program to gain consumer insights to strategically setup
the sport for growth and diversity.
Build our community referee programs around a de-centralised
education model creating a culture of inclusion and cohesion
creating the biggest tribe of referees we have ever had to support
the growth of the game.
Embed our junior competition model and provide clear communication
to our community on the progression of the leagues into 2022 and
regularly seek participation feedback online from participants and their
families and associations on all our leagues.

HIGH PERFORMANCE & REPRESENTATIVE
FACILITIES AND FUNDING
Maximise grants, sponsorship and philanthropy funding to our
programs and leagues with a priority focus on:
1. Waratah Wheelchair League
2. Women and Girls – “I am a Girl” programs
3. Dads and Daughters programs
4. Indigenous Programs
5. Multicultural Programs
6. High Performance Pathways programs
Locked in minumum of 6 infrastructure projects to drive into the next
election cycle for Greater Sydney ensure plans are in place for each
project with relevant feasibility studies by Mid 2022 to drive more
places to play.
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Prepare and engage with our associations on our transition to NBL1 East
from Waratah 1 in 2022 and work with our associations on the transition
plans and license agreements supporting everyone to ensuring we have
a smooth transition into the new league format.
Focus on continuing building our inclusive and transparent culture across
the whole business breaking down barriers and build our sport towards
ONE TEAM.
Prepare for launch of a State Wheelchair League to provide a NSW based
competition for NSW and ACT based wheelchair athletes and a new
competition pathway.

JENNY DEAN I PRESIDENT
MARIA NORDSTROM I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I STATE & TERRITORY BODIES I NEW SOUTH WALES

Basketball

NT

DEVELOPMENT
U12 Futures and U14 Academies continued through 2021 with
some disruption to session numbers due to COVID-19.

HIGH PERFORMANCE AND
REPRESENTATIVE

Remote Sporting Voucher programs were significantly impacted by
restricted access to communities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 6
programs were completed in 2021.

2021 marked the rebranding and structural change to the BNT
High Performance Program. The program now has a dissection
by age group in both the U18s (Territory Performance Program)
and U16 (Territory Development Program) for male and female
athletes. 80+ athletes are now engaged in the program, including
athletes from Katherine and Alice Springs. Significantly, all
athletes selected to the program will gain access to an interstate
tournament experience via the South Australian Country
Championships or Australian Junior Championships.

Basketball NT continued to host the Regional Cup Tournaments. In
2021 these consisted of the Northern Cup – 5 teams, Southern Cup
– 5 teams and Eastern Cup - 12 teams. Participation numbers were
significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Teams competed at both the U18 and U16 Australian Junior
Championships in 2021. Highlights from the Championships
included an outstanding overtime win by the Under 18 Boys
over Tasmania.

Community Coach courses continued throughout the year. BNT
are now developing new strategies to try and achieve greater
uptake by domestic club Coaches.

FACILITIES AND FUNDING
Our business plan in partnership with PaRBA to build a 4-court
state of the art facility has been provided to all levels of
Government along with an application to acquire crown land in
anticipation of funding commitment.
A shortage of courts within the Darwin and Palmerston areas
continues to hold the sport back in terms of
increasing participation.
In partnership with Darwin Basketball Association, BNT has been
successful in joining the NBL 1 North competition in the Men’s and
Women’s competitions. Under the same arrangement Darwin has
also been accepted into the National Wheelchair Basketball League
(NWBL). All 3 teams will be known as the “Darwin Salties”.
Basketball NT continues to be supported by the NT Government
through Tier 1, Peak Sporting Body funding.

Joel DeBarros was named to the 2021 Boys National
Performance Camp.
Tom O’Neill Thorne was named in the 2021 Paralympic Rollers
team and CJ McCarthy-Grogan was named as a reserve to the
team.

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP
Basketball continues to play a prominent role within the
community with Basketball being probably the highest
participation sport within the NT. Memberships have risen
across the NT by 5% over this past year, with the great
assistance of our volunteers.

JOHN MITCHELL I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ANNE COLEMAN I CHAIR
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Basketball

QLD

DEVELOPMENT
62 coaching development workshops conducted

HIGH PERFORMANCE AND
REPRESENTATIVE

635 coaches attend Coach Accreditation Courses

Queensland teams performed well in 2021 Nationals with:

100% of all games at State Championships actively
referee coached
822 referees attend Referee Accreditation Courses

FACILITIES AND FUNDING
The Queensland Government remains a strong partner of
Basketball Queensland and it is with their investment into our
sport that we continue to provide service to the 50,000+
basketball participants within Queensland.
We had four new courts open within SEQ with three at South
Pine Sports Complex for the use of Northside Wizards and an
extra court at Cornubia Park Sports Centre for the use of
Logan Basketball. There are also six extra courts set to open in
early 2022 with three new courts on the Gold Coast and three
within Townsville.

PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP
The popularity of basketball in Queensland has seen our sport
have exponential growth in 2021; when comparing our numbers
to 2019 (the last full year prior to COVID) we have seen a 38%
growth in registered participants with a 39% growth in registered
female participants. Our Basketball Queensland Indigenous
Pathways Program has also supported a growth of 1.5% in First
Nations Participants within 2021, moving the percentage of
First Nations participants within our competitions past the
population percentage.

While maintaining compliance with the ever-changing landscape
of COVID-19 we were able to complete all of our scheduled
competitions, which saw 1,093 teams compete across our
various representative competitions. This represented an
18.5% growth in teams.
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U16 QLD SOUTH BOYS - GOLD MEDAL
2021 NATIONALS
U16 QLD SOUTH GIRLS - GOLD MEDAL
2021 NATIONALS
U20 QLD MEN - GOLD MEDAL
2021 NATIONALS
U16 QLD NORTH BOYS - SILVER MEDAL
U18 QLD NORTH BOYS - SILVER MEDAL
U20 QLD WOMEN - BRONZE MEDAL
In addition to this, fourteen Queensland athletes attended the
Under 18 NPC and we had eleven Queensland athletes attend
National Team camps throughout the year.

NICOLE ELLIS I CHAIR PERSON
JOSHUA PASCOE I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I STATE & TERRITORY BODIES I QUEENSLAND

Basketball

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP

SA

DEVELOPMENT

Basketball SA’s ongoing partnership with the Aboriginal Basketball
Academy saw Cultural Awareness Training offered to all staff, referees and
member groups. The workshop was held at the House of Basketball with
online attendance of remote groups and those unable to attend in person.
Basketball SA established new partnerships with the Free Throw
Foundation and Special Olympics Australia to continue to strengthen
and unite the basketball community and provide members with
resources and benefits.
A new, refreshed website was launched in 2021. The new features of the
website include a Club Resources page providing funding opportunities
and useful resources for club development, an event calendar with
functionality to subscribe for updates, an easy to navigate menu, and quick
links on each page to access related information.

FACILITIES AND FUNDING
Government funding received for $15m State Basketball Centre to
commence construction in 2022. 4 new courts adjacent to existing 3
court facility. Home to Basketball SA, Adelaide Lightning, SA Country, SA
Church and Wheelchair basketball.
The State Basketball Centre will see 4 new courts constructed adjacent
to the existing 3 court Wayville Centre creating a 7 court stadium (largest
in SA). The venue will boast state of the art equipment, show court with
spectator capacity of 1,750, adjustable change room configurations,
gender neutral amenities, a sensory room, gym facilities, cafe, as well as
administration facilities for Basketball SA, SA Country, SA Church and
Wheelchair basketball. The ground work for construction has commenced
with completion expected in early 2023.
The Port Adelaide Recreation Centre will see an upgrade thanks to funding
received to create a 3x3 court and shooting hall. Temporary flooring
has been installed by Basketball SA with gym equipment for the High
Performance Training program.
Support and lobbying for future stadium developments at Mount Gambier,
Murray Bridge, Marion, Reynella, Aldinga, and Mitchell Park will contribute
to the ongoing need for more courts and upgraded venues.

Basketball SA, in consultation with members, undertook a
considerable reform process of the District Basketball Competition.
Focus groups were held representing the key stakeholders of the
competition – representing over 175 cumulative years’ basketball
experience within the group.
The introduction of monthly President Emails and Member
Electronic Direct Marketing emails have been useful to encourage
two-way communication and ensure members stay abreast of
significant news.
The Adelaide Invitational Challenge again gave metro and country
high performance participants and development referees the
opportunity to participate in the absence of national tournaments
(that were cancelled as a result of Covid).
2021 saw the launch of an extensive Female Participation Strategy.
The strategy is a collaboration between Basketball SA members
and the Adelaide Lightning. The Strategy was launched with its
own branding and the ‘I am Brave, I am Strong, I am Me” video
campaigns. A Female Participation Committee will monitor the
strategy implementation and guide the development of initiatives
that reflect attracting and retaining females on a basketball pathway.
An increase in accreditation courses in referee education and coach
education has seen more people qualified to undertake these
important roles in our sport. The State Referee Development Program
has been re-introduced for referees who have been identified as
having the potential to officiate in high levels of competition.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The development of a Behaviour Management Framework for
implementation from 2022 has been a significant development.
The Framework builds on existing in-game mechanisms
to adequately deal with inappropriate behaviour and adds
mechanisms to address off-court (spectator) behaviour.
The Framework is intended to change the culture of the sport,
improving communication between referees, staff and coaches,
and setting expectations of positive spectatorship. The Framework
will be initially implemented at District and MSBL competitions
and Basketball SA will support the rollout to clubs and associations
hosting competitions and tournaments.
There has been a significant focus on training and behaviour
development within the stadium staff and referee services.
Training in conflict resolution, communication, and
professionalism has upskilled competition personnel
to improve service delivery.

PHIL SINNOT I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
WADE BURNS I CHAIR
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Basketball

TAS

DEVELOPMENT

PARTICIPATION & MEMBERSHIP

Ongoing growth of numbers in Junior Development Programs with families
valuing the quality coaching and training environment provided. Along
with the Tri-Series competition and pathway through to representing
Tasmania and beyond. COVID continues to provide challenges, however
a flexible approach holds us in good stead with athletes continuing to
advance their skills despite the national events being postponed.

Participation rates continue to increase and already this is
accelerating further with the JackJumpers arrival in the NBL.
TJBL teams increased by over 50% and the formation of the
George Town Basketball Association further evidence of the
increasing reach of the sport in Tasmania. Entry levels for Events
continue to grow with teams and participants enjoying quality
competitions across the state. The Launceston Classic continues
to provide a highlight with teams state-wide competing in a huge
weekend of Basketball.

FACILITIES & FUNDING
The major limiting factor on participation growth in the state is the
constraint of available court space, however progress is being made at
Sorell and MyState Bank Arena with several other projects in the pipeline.
Currently completing an audit of existing playing facilities to cross
reference with participation growth and identify priorities and a long-term
facility strategy for basketball in Tasmania.

HIGH PERFORMANCE AND
REPRESENTATIVE
Tasmanian Basketball is always proud of teams representing the state and
selections in National Junior Teams and Squads, with the U16 Boys Bronze
medal a highlight of 2021. The addition of the Tasmanian JackJumpers into
the local landscape further strengthening the pathway and inspiring the
next batch of local JackJumpers, along with a number of Tasmanian US
College athletes.

U16 BOYS

BRONZE MEDAL
2021 NATIONALS

JACKJUMPERS

INAUGURAL SEASON
IN THE NBL

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Basketball Tasmania is working closely with all stakeholders with
a view to maximising the impact of the Tasmania JackJumpers.
Interest levels in the sport are high and Associations and Clubs
are focussed on ensuring everyone can find a place to play.
Financially, Basketball Tasmania is in a strong position built
over the last decade under the leadership of departing
CEO – Chris McCoy.

CHRIS SOMERVILLE I CHAIRPERSON - RESIGNED DEC 2021
TRUDY PEARCE I INTERIM CHAIRPERSON
CHRIS MCCOY I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER - RESIGNED DEC 2021
BEN SMITH I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I STATE & TERRITORY BODIES I TASMANIA

Basketball

VIC

DEVELOPMENT

Another interrupted year for Victorian Basketball in their 90th year of
operation, with many seasons and programs getting started before being
postponing or cancelling with enforced lockdowns or COVID-19 restrictions.
Continued to focus on Member support, COVID-19 survival and return to sport
action plans with regular education webinars for all parts of the community.
Following months of in-depth research and a recommendation paper from
our High-Performance Head Coaches, Basketball Victoria introduced Size
5 Basketballs to our Under-12 operated competitions and programs from
September 2021.The change is in the players’ best interest as the smaller ball
helps improve shooting skills at an earlier age. The Size 5 Ball allows Under-12
players to develop correct techniques with an appropriately sized ball before
transitioning to larger basketballs in older age groups.
State-wide High-Performance program had more on-court opportunities than
2020 but a severely restricted pathway and training options put continued
pressure on athletes and coaches. Persisted with ‘online’ sessions however
there was ‘Zoom fatigue’ following 2020.
1,422 coaches completed the Community and Club Course .
Over 790 technical officials and advisors attended online webinars, or in
person courses and workshops in 2021.

FACILITIES AND FUNDING
Bacchus Marsh, Altona, Mildura, Surf Coast and Stonnington are some
examples of announced stadium developments in 2021.
The $130 Million State Basketball Centre expansion commenced construction
in 2021 with an extra 12 community courts, high performance facilities and
expanded administration area due to be completed late 2023.
Sport and Recreation Victoria – some Grants for associations and clubs
including; the repeated Emergency Assistance Allowance, Sporting Club
Grants and Emergency Equipment.
Basketball Victoria received some funding advice late 2021 to help run
skills clinics and wheelchair programs in schools as part of The Victorian
Governments Positive Start Program.
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HIGH PERFORMANCE AND
REPRESENTATIVE
The Victorian State Government funded High Performance Hub

Program continued as best as possible under COVID-19 restrictions
in year 3 of the program.

Victoria attended the Under-20 and Under-18 Australian Junior
Championships but could not attend the Under 16 in Perth due to
COVID restrictions, nor was there any KCC or Ivor Burge
representation during the year.
Wheelchair basketball became part of the State Development Program,
which runs in conjunction with our current SDP programs for able-bodied
athletes to give all wheelchair basketball athletes elite opportunities within
the current Victorian basketball system.
NBL1 South, Big V and VJBL all played a limited regular season until the
finals were cancelled late July due to COVID.
A number of Victorians were selected for Australian teams and scholarships
to the Centre of Excellence.
Four Victorians were a part of the historic Boomers Bronze Medal at
the Tokyo Olympics. Seven Victorians were a part of the Opals Olympic
campaign including Captain Jenna O’Hea.
Josh Giddey was selected 7 in the NBA draft for the OKC Thunder and
would go onto excel in the early part of his Rookie season.

PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP
Basketball Victoria still are yet to have a full calendar year on the PlayHQ
platform to gauge the full impact of individual registration across the state.
All clubs and associations are using the system for competitions.
We continued to try and engage participants and the community at home
but online fatigue was a factor. We are yet to understand the full impact of
COVID to participants, administrators and officials but anecdotally we are
aware of a decrease in numbers of referees, senior domestic participants
and volunteers.
Gippsland Participation and Elite Pathways Plan was announced in 2021.
The plan, created in coordination with the Latrobe Valley Authority and
GippSport, aims to nurture basketballers, their families and volunteers to
stay in Gippsland and participate in the high-quality range
of programs, events and coaching on offer at local
associations and clubs. This will create economic
benefit for Gippsland and reduces travel and burn
out to increase the retention of players and volunteers.

MIKE BAINBRIDGE I PRESIDENT
NICK HONEY I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I STATE & TERRITORY BODIES I VICTORIA

Basketball

WA

OVERVIEW

It has been another busy and challenging year for all involved in Basketball in
the West, spared largely from any significant effects of COVID the sport was
able to operate with minimal disruptions. The sport continues to grow from
strength to strength with over 57,000 members regularly suiting up, with
continual increases in participation numbers there is a lot of pressure on
access to our facilities and hence many kids now struggle to enrol due to
limitations of court access.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
Another challenging year for the high performance department, however it was
great to be able to get back to competing even if some teams unfortunately
were not able to make every championships. A great win in the U18 boys’
Championships by WA help boost the results for the teams from the West.

COMPETITIONS
After months of negotiations, planning and development, in 2021 the WA State
Basketball League (SBL) officially amalgamated with the NBL to convert to the
NBL1 West Conference of the national competition.
The SBL product had a rich 30+ year history in WA Basketball and in 2021 the
rebrand to NBL1 West took the league to new heights as part of a national
brand. The NBL1 has created a pathway for athletes to the Australian National
Leagues and offered unprecedented exposure to the league.
The inaugural NBL1 West competition saw all 276 games from the 14 clubs, live
streamed with commentary and graphics overlay, a first in the history of the
league. Over 4 million minutes of NBL1 West were live streamed around the
world by over 138,000 viewers.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Over the past few years we have continued to develop regional plans based
on the priority needs of our affiliated associations aligning these to the seven
strategic pillars. We have seen an increase in affiliated associations from 52 to
now 57 country associations across 9 different regions and now have 6 regional
development officers across WA.
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION
During the year BWA reviewed its strategic plan and embarked on a
renewed period of growth and consolidation. Our revised strategic
pillars are:

“OUR VISION - TO IMPROVE THE
LIFE OF WEST AUSTRALIAN’S
THROUGH BASKETBALL”

FACILITIES – places to play.
ORGANISATIONS – facilitating play.
GAME DEVELOPMENT - playing the game, &
COMMUNITY – growing the impact.
These strategic pillars form the basis of our focus moving forward.
Probably the most significant difference is the identification that
basketball has the opportunity to affect the lives of many west
Australians whether directly or indirectly and that as a sport we have
a unique opportunity to support, promote and encourage those that
choose to use the sport to get better outcomes in their community
and to this end enhancing the lives of fellow West Australians.

“OUR COLLECTIVE PURPOSE - TO GROW
AND DEVELOP THE GAME OF BASKETBALL”

WNBL
We have continued to have many challenges like all sports running
national leagues. Our Perth Lynx assembled a star studded line up
for the 2021 / 2022 season and took on many a challenge including
being based out of Ballarat for seven weeks and playing multiple
games per week to complete the season. We welcomed a new major
sponsor in Northern Star Resources and look forward to a long and
fruitful partnership.
Finally, thanks must go to out to our dedicated and passionate staff
who without which we wouldn’t be able to achieve the positives
results for our sport.

ROB CLEMENT I CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
JENNIFER RIATTI I CHAIR

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS I STATE & TERRITORY BODIES I WESTERN AUSTRALIA

BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA

Partners

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT
SPORT AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF SPORT
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH GAMES
AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
AUSTRALIAN PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE
FIBA OCEANIA
BOOB ARMOUR
GAMEDAY
HOOPCITY
IATHLETIC
MACKAY REGIONAL COUNCIL
MACRON
NEW ERA
PTP
REFBOOK
REF WAREHOUSE
SKINS
SPALDING
SPORTS IN FOCUS
SPORTSLINK TRAVEL
TOURISM AND EVENTS QUEENSLAND
VICTOR SPORTS
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